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PREFACE. 


I T is time the attention of the legiflature of this kingdom 
ihould be awakened to the concerns of Britifh fubjefts in the 
Eaft Indies, which, notwith (landing all that has been faid or 
written concerning India affairs, feem to have lain negie&ed, as if 
thole diftapt individuals were not members of the fame body-po¬ 
litic, or did not deferve the care of the mother-country, while this 
government as yet receives every advantage it choofcs from them 
as fubjedts. 

All the inquiries which have hitherto been made, either by Go¬ 
vernment or the Eaft India Proprietors, have flopped (tort at forne 
temporary expedient. No permanent fyftern has been yet adopted ' 
for the lecurity of thofe dominions; and the knowlege which the 
members of the legiflature have had the opportunities of obtaining, 
upon thofe inquiries, has been in general very infufScient for form¬ 
ing a right judgment of the internal danger to which thofe poffefl- 
ftons are expofed, or of the remedies necefiary for removing the 
evils felt, or to prevent fuch as may be dreaded ; but if due care 
be not fpeedily taken, the nation will not only be foon deprived of 
the refources at prefent furnifhed, but the poffeffion of the very 
Afiatic territories themfelvcs muft be endangered. 

Unequal as the writer deems himfelf to this talk in other re¬ 
flects, yet as far as his own local experience could furnifli fact;, or 
his induftry materials which might contribute towards a right know- 
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Icor, he has been induced to undertake this inadequate perform- 
nnre, which lie now lavs with all deference and humility before 
the rcjpi fiable trjftuual of the public. The importance of the ob- 
; i \ ill p i'll exet f 1 the attempt; and if the fadts herein 
related with all the timpltrity of truth lhould, before it be too 
late, awaken the attention at Government to thole weighty con¬ 
cerns, or be hnnpy mftruments for relieving at prefent, or proteft- 
111 a m imtire one Britilh fubiecl in thole diftant dominions from 
nailery and oonreffion, the writer will think himfelf amply re¬ 
st ud d 1 h i iH ' • 

In fpeaking of rJntilh lubiedts, vve would be underftood to 
mean h:s Majelly s newly-acquired Afiatic fubjecls, as well as the 
Bntiili emigrants rending and eftablifhed in India. Whatever 
odium foiue among, the latter may have incurred, they are not all 
Nabob-makers ; they are not all revolutionijis. And notwithftanding 
the prevailing notions ot the enfe with which immenfe fortunes are 
acquired m thofe parts, from the examples that have been lately 
exhibited, there are at this time in Bengal many poor and induf- 
trious Britons deprived even of the means of getting an honeft 
livelihood by their bell endeavours, who are deferving of a more 
maternal care from their native country. 

Let not his Majefty’s fubjedts.in Alia fay they have been fold to 
tne leaders and chiefs of an incorporated trading bodv of thetr own 
tellow-fubjecls, for the fum of four hundred thonfmd rounds 
fterhng per annum! Much more valuable and perirment advan¬ 
tages may be derived from thence with equity and rale, as wed as 
witn dignity to Government; while the prolperity of thofe Afiatic 
domimous might be fecured in the happinefsof the inhabitants, and 
the commercial, and therefore only true interefts of the mifanformed 
proprietors ol Eait India flock be rendered profperous ajxl trciu-e 
t rom a locitty of mere traders, confined by charter to the cm- 
i it i V ftp and fix pinnaces yearly, the Company arc 
come loveteigns ot extenfive, rich and populous kingdoms, with 
.. jUmdi.tg army ci above fixty thoufand men at their command. 
“* lunation of the fociety, fo widely different from its 

original 
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original inftitution, their true commercial interefts appear almoft 
entirely mifunderftood or negleded ; and it may be -laic-lv find- 
there is fcarcely any public fpirit apparent amonn- t 1 

either in England or India. The loaves and fifhe a e i a 

almoft the foie objedh The queftions, How manv lacks fhall I 
put in my pocket ? or, Flow many Tons, nephews, or denmdenfs 
"(hall I provide for, at the expence of the miferable mnauitants o! 
the fubjefted dominions ? are thofe which of late have been the 
foremoft to-be propounded by the Chiefs of the Company on both 
Hides the ocean. -Hence the dominions in Alia, like the diftant 
Roman provinces during the decline of that empire, have been 
abandoned, as lawful prey, to every fpecies of peculators; infomuch 
that many of the fervants of the Company, after exhibiting fuch 
feenes of barbarity as can fcarcely be paralleled in the hiltory of 
any country, have returned to England loaded with wealth ; 
where, intrenching themfelves in borough or Eaft-India-fiock in¬ 
fluence, they have fet juftice at defiance, cither in the caufc of 
their country or of oppreffed innocence. 

The affairs of the Eaft India Company are therefore now be¬ 
come an objeft of the utmoft importance to this nation, which it 
is to be feared may be involved in great difficulties whenever the 
Indian dominions are loft; .or, what is the fame thing, whenever 
they are fo impoverifhed and ruined as to render the pofleliion of 
them unprofitable. Bengal and the dominions dependent thereon • 
are entirely commercial countries, which can only flourifh while 
trade is profperous, the principles of which are invariably the fame 
in all climates. But when the affairs of Bengal and its dependencies 
get into a ruinous courfe, the affairs of the Company, which fo 
greatly depend on thofe provinces, muft of neceflity do the lame. 
And nothing can be more certain than that thofe countries will not 
profper while the Company continue there the Mcrchant-fovercign 
and the Sovereign-merchant, even were it poffible, without altering 
their prefent conftitution, to free their affairs from the numberlels 
inconveniencies arifing from the diftance between the feat of go¬ 
vernment and the fubjedted provinces; the mifmformation or ig- 
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nong Proprietor:; and Directors, the conftantly fluiSttat- 
pnrties, the confcquent abfurd and contra diftory orders 
continually lent out to India, and hkcwile from the 
:e power in the Company for controlling their fervants 
Inch power it is conceived can never be given to them, 
oold b*. ere tmg , < v U « 

he of -’ll] r i c 11 then l "nr < iim aid tbly perni- 
an absolute government of mononolifls, fuch as atpre- 
Pcoga] m fx? 1 , m> p of all he'the rW* J 
, revenues, piface ana interior government of thofe 
e entire!v m the lianas of the Eiighfh fcaft India Com- 
e prince, whom they call the Grand Mogul, being 
ftrument cf their power, fet up bv them, and fupported 
n lor the ferving of their own private purpofes; the pre- 
iocs oi Bengal and Bahar being the aftual ftipendiary 
toe laid Company, and die Dewannee, under which 
retend to hold tliofe territorial poffeffions, being a mere 
:nted for the private pufpofes of the Company and their 
id particularly intended, if poflible, to fereen their 
.lie lovcreignty of the country, by impofing on the Bri- 
; though the difguile was too flimfey to deceive cither 
ints of Hindoftan or qther European nations who have 
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while the poor induftrious natives are oppreftld beyond conception, 
population is decreafing, the manufactories and revenues are de- 
• •'caying, and Bengal, which ufed not many years ago to fend an¬ 
nually a. tribute of leveral millions in hard {pecie to Dehly, is now 
reduced to fo extreme a want of circulation, that it is not impro¬ 
bable the Company (whofe fervants in Calcutta have already been 
neceffitated, in one feafon, to draw above a million fterling on the 
Directors, for the exigencies of their trade and government) will 
loon be in want of fpecie in Bengal to pay their troops, and in 
England ffen pleading incapacity to pay the very annual four hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds which is now received from them by go-'JiZ 
' vernment. c^~ u — 

The natives of Bengal, whofe naileries have of late been greatly 
increafed by a calamitous famine, have long locked up to heaven 
and to this nation for relief; which, if much longer with-held, 

■ while they bewail the inefficacy of a conftitutbn fo much boafted 
of to them, they may be rendered defperate in the purfuit of re- 
drefs, and made to join hand , and heart with the firft power that 
happens to oppofe the Englifh in thofe dominions. Let fuch who 
place their fecurity in the pretended degeneracy or effeminacy of 
the natives recoiled):, that they are thofe very natives who fight our 
Indian battles; which they have fometimes done without a fingle 
mulket being fired by our European troops, to whom they have, 
on many occafions, fhewn themfelves no way inferior in perfona'l 
courage. Perhaps it may appear to a confiderate man, upon re¬ 
flexion, that it is only the exaggerated fame of what has paft 
which preferves the poffeflion of things at prefent, and that the 
power of the Englifh in India may ccafe to be formidable as loon 
as that power becomes well underftood. The fame caufes will 
ever produce like effeXs in all countries ; the many mull in time 
get the better of the few, by the fame means whereby the few got 
the better of tire many. Let thofe who defpife the Afiatics farther 
refleX, that the moft defpicable reptiles will turn when trod upon ; 
and that hiftory abounds with inflances of nations driven into mad- 
nefs by the cruelty of oppreflion. It mull certainly be bell to 
avoid giving occafion for fuch extremities. Be it then the more 
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laudable object, as moll wortfcv of this nation, to fcctirc the hearts 
oi tne natives by eftabhlhmg a due admmiftration ot juflice, and 
by encouraging manufactories and a free trade in the inland parti of 
the (i.ibiccled provinces, without winch they can never profper. 
Id ij-pilv ior the European invaders of India, .here is mch an equi¬ 
poize between Mahomsdans and Hindoos, as makes the govern¬ 
ment oi the whole, by a lew foreigners, more practicable in Ben¬ 
gal than re would be m any other part ol the world ; fo that if 
TtiiE.ee end but hold the icale, that be.penonty might perhaps be 


The revenues or the provinces ot Bengal, Bahar and part etf 
Onna, which the Company colled, were in the year 1765 efli- 
matect to amount to upwards of three millions fix hundred thou- 
fand pounds fterhng per annum, and by proper management they 
imghi with eafe have been improved by this time to fix millions. 
Betides, there are immenfe commercial advantages which might be 
made of thoie territories by this kingdom; but at prefent, under 
the ridiculous plan of a double government, they are every way 
exhaufted by plunder and opprtfiion ; and while this nation is 
gazing alter the fruit, the Company and their fubllitutes are fof- 
Icred to be rooting up the tree. 

■ The different interefts of the Company, as lovereigns of Bengal 
and at the fame time as monopolizers of all the trade and com¬ 
merce of thofe countries, operate in direft oppofition, and are 
mutually cleftruclive of each other ; fo that without a new fyftem, 
the progrefs liraft be from bad to worfe. The Company, if left to 
purfue its prefent fyftem, will fcon ruin itfelf; the. pofteftions in 
Bengal will be beggared, and this kingdom deprived of the advan¬ 
tages of thofe pofteftions which might be the means of greatly re¬ 
lieving the circumftances of the nation, and of railing it to a ftate 
of profperity and power almoft beyond example. 

An unlimited power can fcarce exift without oppreflion ; and 
governments, when at a great diftance irom the controlling power, 
.are naturally fubjeft to a corrupt adminiftration of juftice ; where 
the oppreflions of the governed will in general be ever found pro¬ 
portionate to the degree of power poflelted by the Governors. Such 
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is. the nature of human frailty: and none have ever exhibited 
greater proofs of this frailty than fome of our European Bafhaws 
in India. The meafures neceflary to be taken for the prevention 
of fuch evils, and for eftablilhing the permanent profperity of the 
febjected provinces, can never be expected from the Company; 
and particularly while it continues with a conftitution fo defeaive, 
and fo inadequate to the prefent altered date of its affairs. 

It is the wifdom and power of the Legiflature alone that can 
prevent the total- impoverifhment or lofs of the Bengal provinces, 
either of which misfortunes might now prove fatal in its confe- 
quences to this kingdom. This can only be effected by laws for fe- 
curing the impartial adminiftration of juftice throughout thofe do¬ 
minions ; for preventing the commiffion of thofe oppreffions and 
irregularities which have of late years prevailed, to the difgrace of 
a Britifh government; for more eafily and effectually punifliing in 
India the authors of fuch enormities when committed, and for im¬ 
proving and rendering permanent thofe refources which the nation 
has a right to expect from the conquered countries. Such laws 
would equally tend to promote the laudable and defirable object 
of regaining and fecuring an intereft in the hearts of the fubjected 
natives, who wifh only to receive their protection and happinefs 
from a Britifh Sovereign : in which ftate of things this nation 
might long poffefs the Bengal provinces, even againft the combined 
efforts of Indian enemies and European rivals. 

If objects like thefe fhould not be thought unworthy of the fe- 
rious attention of the Britifh Government, then will the following 
fheets, for the information they contain, however undeferving in 
other refpedts, merit the perufal of every member of the legifla¬ 
ture. Anji it fhould be hoped, that all pleas grounded on inch 
charters as are not wholly conftitudonal, will be treated with the 
contempt they deferve, when fet up as a defence lor obftrucling 
the inquiries, or preventing the moil effectual intervention ol par¬ 
liament, for fecuring thofe grand objects of true national pohey, 
which by fuch means can only be fecured. And it ought equally 
to-be hoped, that the wifdom of parliament will cftabliih due k- 
curity againft any unconftitutional influence of military power; 

b 2 - becauk 
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bcc-Uife it would, in its effecT, prove equally ruinous to thofe 

countries, the Company and this kingdom, in the prefcnt fituation . 

Ti-,e Writer of thefe fiieets, who was many years in the fervice 
oi- th< Gomnanv m hcngal, and is an Alderman, or Judge of the 

with an 1 ' view ol advantage to hi.nfdf. He has lelt the iron rod 
of oiipvcliion irom the Company and their fervants, in many in- 
ftanees eqnaiiv grievous with any that are herein' laid .before the 
pubhc but having appealed for juftice to the laws of this coun¬ 
try, (tbouon it mnft be feme years before he can obtain it) he for¬ 
bears.at prelent to lav more of himfelf or his caufe than, that he 
was marked out for vengeance in Bengal, for his profcftional abi¬ 
lities, even fmall as they were, and his fuccefs in foch mercantile 
undertakings as rather entitled him to the biddings ol the natives 
and the approbation of this country, as they were ufefully obftruc- 
tive to mifehievous monopolifts, and of fervice to the Company, 
though offenfive to their principal fervants. During the whole pe¬ 
riod of his fervitude, he never had violated a law of this kingdom, 
or been guilty of any bad practice ; but had always been faithful 
and zealous in the fervice of the Company, whole Directors he 
defies today before their conftituehts fo much as a lingle charge 
that can vindicate their proceedings againft him, or any accufa- 
tion, grounded on truth or reafon, to convict him of a breach of 
duty in. any moral capacity or connexion, or that will ftand the 
tell of candid ferutiny by any one man of real honour and under- 
ftanding. Neverthelefs, by the oppreffions under which, Tingle 
and uijfupported, he has fiiendy fuffered, he has aftually loft fixty 
out of ninety thoufand pounds fterling of a fortune acquired by. 
many years induftry in lawful and laudable commerce. 

Thus much the Writer has prefumed he was in juftice autho¬ 
rized to fay of himielf, in order to obviate calumny, which is 
often added to perlecution, for the fake of juftifying it. He is 
ienfible that this publication will even endanger his getting pof- 
feffion of a great part of the remainder of his fcattered fortune: 
neverthelefs, moderate, and contented with .what will remain to 

him, 
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Mm, let what may be the confequence, he has, at this critical 
juncture, preferred to every temporizing view, the difcharge of his 
confcience, from a real and fincere regard to the welfare and rights 
of mankind in general, and to the interefts of this kingdom m par¬ 
ticular ; for tho’ he has not the honour of being a natural-born fub- 
jcdof GreatBritain, yet being from his infancy bred m it, and liavintr 
always lived among the natives of this happv country, ne is m Heart 
an .Englifhman, and wilhes to be no other, io long as tne opprefied 
■can obtain,. from-Englifh laws, juftice adequate to tear injuries. 

oMany gentlemen of the profeffion of /> a’el g pe 1 ,j , L 

a few who have in view the entering upon that protefhon, and 
even forne Direfiors, who may be Paled tK , m 1 1’ oj N-> 
makers■, who together may poflefs a powerful mnfs or wealth, v.l 
naturally be the underhand arraigners or oppofers of what is ad¬ 
vanced or recommended in the feveral parts of this work: but as 
fads are obftinate things, the Writer does not much apprehend they 
will venture openly to difpute the truth of fuch as he now offers 
to the confideration of the public. He lias confined himfclf as 
much as poffible to fuch public ads of Indian government as were 
neceffary to be exhibited in proof of what he has in many places af- 
ferted, wherein it is not men but meafures, when bad, that he wilhes 
to expofe, in order only for reformation ; efteemin'g it Ids un¬ 
doubted right, in common with all others, to ferutinize into the 
public tranfadions of all men in public ftations, but particularly 
as they may appear calculated for the good or hurt of the fociety 
of which he is a member. The India Diredors will fesree tax the 
Writer with ingratitude, after having treated him with the moft 
extreme cruelty, or blame him for expofing their fecrets, when 
national benefit is the objed in view ; but if they fhould deem him 
adverfe to the Company’s intereft, which he really is not, «s the 
preis is the fureft feit of truth, it muft be allowed, that he who re- 
lets the merits of his arguments and fads to that fevered: of trials, 
does not ad like an ungenerous adverfary. 

After perufing the many extraordinary accounts contained in 
taefe fheets, the impartial reader will naturally wonder, how fuch 
things icould fo long be concealed from the public. fhc nulon 
3 
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of which however has been, that the perfons capable of informing 
them have been interefled in with-holding fuel) information. Even 
the"friends* in England of injured men abroad will not often ven¬ 
ture to make their letters public, for fear of heaping heavier mif- 
fortunes on the opprefied, or thofe connc&ed with them, who are 
in the power of the Company, or their fubftitutes in India; as the 
Court of Direflors have always ftri<ftly prohibited f, to their de¬ 
pendents, the communication of any accounts of their affairs in In¬ 
dia to private perfons in England. Sometimes the injured who 
come home for redrefs, hold their tongues in order to make their 
terms with the Company and go out again to India in advantageous 
fia'tions: and in ihort, among almoft all the gentlemen who have 
once been in thofe countries, there is fuch a powerful firing of 
connections, and fuch hopes or fuch fears prevail, either for them- 
lelves or their friends, as make tire obtaining of authentic vouchers 
very difficult. If this had not been the cafe, we fhould have had 
it in our power to have kid before the public many documents of 
a more curious and interefling nature than even thofe we have pro¬ 
duced, and which muft now remain concealed, till time the dif- 
coverer of all truth gives us an opportunity for exhibiting them in 
another volume. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE papers contained in the Appendix are many of them copies 
& of verf imperfeB tranjlations of treaties, fuch as are in the 
poffejfwn of the Eajl India Company, and being all the 'work of others, 
we are not anfwerable for their incorreBnefs. We have taken the 
liberty of altering the titles of fome of thofe papers, and fometimes 
of correBing the fpelling of proper names arid other untranfiated Afi¬ 
atic words, for the writing of which in European charaBers there 
has been no fettled mode offpelling, every one having written fuch 
words as they Jlruck his rmm ear, or according to his own peculiar 
way of fpelling ; though it muft be confejfed the founds of fame Afiatic 
letters cannot be exprejfed by European charaBers. The want how¬ 
ever of a competent knowledge in reading and writing the Indian 
languages has been the principal caufe of this variety of fpelling, and 
has often occafoned the ufing of wrong words: fuch as Subab, 
which, although it means tbe difnB under a Subahdar, is not un- 
frequently, though erroneoufiy ufedfor the latter word, even by Eafl 
India DireBors. In quoiing authentic papers, or the writings of 
others, we have frequently been neceflitatecl to retain the Afiatic words ; 
and in writing them, in the body of this work, we have endeavoured 
to adhere to the orthography of the natives where it could be prac- 
tifed\ excepting in words now commonly known among us, which 
would thereby be fo difgitfed as to become unknown. For example. 


of Jaghire, Dehly (the capital of Hindoflan) inflead of Ddlv, we 
have not ventured to write Ahmedabad for Aniadavat, the capita! 
of Gttzerat, or Sipahy inflead of Scapoy or Sepoy, the words cv 
which the Black Infantry are now univerjally known. Another 
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rcafon has alfo obliged us to retain feverai of ihe Afatic words, as 
11 fed by others. There are many names, particularly rj the offices of 
government, which cannot he tr.anfiated into hnabfh without mqtch 
'circumlocution. To fubfiluic i'at r Jffi wo, d which appealed 
nearef to the Afatic, would be conveying to the mind of the reader 
a very inadequate idea of the obi eel. Such words . therefore, as occur 
in ihe text unexplained, the reader will be f leafed to feck in the fol- ' 
lowing Gloffiary, wherein we have given fuch explanations, according 
to the Bengal ufage, as have been adopted by others, together with 
fomethat are new ; and we have alfo accented the words, to direB 
the pronunciation. 

No twit hft a tiding the ulmojl attention of the Writer ,n fuperin- 
temfing the ptejs, many errors have crept in, which he has not had 
in his power to correB. Some are taken notice of m the fubjoined 
Errata, andfuch others, not noticed, as will athear evidently to be 
errors of the prefs, he mufl have to the correction of the. indulgent 
reader, to whofc candour he alfo fubnuts the ninny errors tn ctmpo- 
fition which may occur to him : the objects of the Writer having 
been only to convey to the reader a knowledge of facts in plain Englife, 
as a merchant, in the befl manner the little leifure he is majter of 
would enable him, and to get the work printed off as feen as poffible; 
from fippofing India affairs would, becaufe needful, become the cb - 
feels of national corf deration. 
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' jSNNA. The fixteenth part of a Rupee. 

Aumeen . An officer employed by the government to infpeCfc the ftate of the reve¬ 
nues of any diftriCt > a fupervifor. Alfo fometimes an arbitrator, or umpire. 
Aum'tl. 7 An officer inferior to, or under the Aumeen , employed on the fame bufinefs 
Aumilddr. $ of the revenues. 

Aurung. A manufacturing town, or village. 


Banyan. See chapter IX. page 83. 

Bdtta. The extraordinary allowance paid the military when on field-duty. Alfo the 
agio, allowance, or rate of exchange between rupees of different fpecies. 

Bazar. A market place.—A daily market. 

Beetle-leaf. The aromatic leaf of a ffirub growing like a vine, which is always chewed, 
together with the nut called beetle-nut. It is called Padtt by the natives. 

Beetle-nut. A nut produced by a very tall, flender, and upright tree : which, with other 
ingredients, is constantly chewed by all ranks of people, from the king to die 
beggar \ jnfomuch dial it is e[teemed a neceffhry of life. It is called Sccp.'ry by the 

Begum. Aprincefs. Any great man’s wife. Some have erroneoudy tranflated it, queen •, 
whereas the king’s lady is called Mdkchih. 

Bercnndaz A foot-loldicr, armed with a matchlock. 

Buckjby. Pay-mafter of the troops. A lib pay-mafter, in general, for all duourfc.r.ems 
of government. 

Buckferree. A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target, oraipcar; generally employed 
as a guard in conducting treafurc or goods. 

Bunder. A fea-port.—Alfo lomefejmcj tiled for a cuffom-houic. 

Buxbundcr, The office of cuftoms at Hoogly. 
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collected Lijoon uidici 


it land-holders, or farmers. Properly 
mg to;prtlent ufage in Bengal, he is 


of vifitors, &c.' He generally carries a "’large filver ftaff of 
inr m his hands: and among the Nabobs he proclaims their praifes 

of the fmaller divisions of a province, generally the jurifdic- 


ie of fiiells, or ft 


Cooley. 


:at with t^eir beetle, is 
4090104800, go to a 


Cou:ry. A fmall iliell, which pafies for money, of which, 
rupee. The chcapnefs of provifions in Bengal makes 
low a medium for dealings among the poor. 

Cron of Rupees. One hundred lacks., 

, Croery. Properly- Kcrooree. An officer who collets the revenues under a lord-lieutenant 
of a province > foV which he makes himfelf refponfible, in conftderadon of a com- 
million of 2 or 3 per cent. 

Cujfore. The allowance, or agio upon the‘exchange of rupees, in contradiftinftion to 
Bc-tia. Batta is properly the fum deduced, and Cujfore the fum added. 

Cut chary. A court of juftice. Alio an office into which the rents are delivered *, or for 
the tranfaCHon of any other public bufinefs. 


manufacturer, on a contra# for 


Darcga. 
Dawk. '1 


' Poftmen ftationed at ftages, of about 10 mile 
Dufter Khdna. ■ An office for keeping the govemment-ac 




cuilomary allowance. 7n\ 


In Bengal generally underftood to be that wi 
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Ivinm-Mr. 7 he holder, or pofleffor of a Taeocer. It comes from three Perflan worf»- 
7 «, a place ( gmriflun, to take , and iujblm, to hold : ft trfi a placeholder, or pen- 
iioner. In the rimes of the Mogul empire, all the great officers of the court, tailed 
Omrahy were allowed Jaguars. cither in lands of which they collected the revenues, 

films were for their maintenance, anti the iupport of furfi 
effitwd to bring into the field when demanded by the Em- 
re always revokable at pleafore. . 






•r of horfe, or foot.—Allb t 
ny great man. 


dant of th 


Mahometan judge, or ma 

houfes, and tranfgrcfiions or i 
which under his fcal are 
Kijlbtwdce. An account agreed to of 
r a fpecificd fum 
'• Belonging tc 


c according 
the fales ot 
:s writings,. 

in difeharge: 


Lack cf Rupees. One hundred thoufand rupees-, which luppofing them ftandard, o; 
fucas 7 at two (hillings and fixpence, amounts to 12,500!. fterling. 


TAahiii. A name given to every fund producing any particular revenue, or duty; ; 

fait or ninmck-malal' is that on which arife the duties on fait. 

Mangon. An impofmon collected by the pfficers of -the Cbcktys and Gbdts y as s 
quifire for themfelvcs, or the Zemindars. 

.Mauitd. A variable weight. In Bengal from 72.to 80 lb. 

Mohur. A fcal.—Alfo a gold rupee. 

" * 1 t 1 mon g t hena 


a falt-maker. 

ries, before they are fent t 
only. 


□ Bengal. 

his feal on them, when palled '. 


as Cbdxvdry. 

homedan judge.—An interpreter of the Koran. Likcwiie a feiv 

etary for the Perfian language, 
r. or dignity ; poft, or office. 

■eviued place of diftinftion in the Durbar for the prince to fit on. 

1 r 5 h" tory, or penalty-bond,. generally, taken from inferiors by an 


Nabob. 





G 3C O 


r y: 


■ ltab®..' Froperljj W the plural of h 


Nancar. An allowance in an afngncnent upon tl 
originally given as charity for ther plief of the { 
* 'Mam. The lord lieutenant, vice-royyor governor 
or Nabob. 

Nedbat. The port, office, or jurifdiftion of a Nail 
Nizdmut. The port, office, or jurisdiction of a Nd. 


whichthe perfon extends hrmfelf at full length. 

Peon. A foot-foldier, armed with fword and target. In common ufe it is a f 
armed, employed to rum before a Palanqueen .—Piadab ( is the proper w 
which Peon is a corruption. 

Pergunnah. The largeft fubdivifion of a province, whereof the revenues ar 
to one particular Head-Cutcherry, from whence the accounts and cafh are t 
to the general Cutcberry of the province. 

Perwanab. An order, warrant, grant, or even a letter from afuperiortoa dep< 

Ptjbcujb. A fine, tribute, or quit-rent paid to government, as an acknowled 
any tenure. 

Poddr. A money-changer, or teller, under a Shroff. 

Pykdr. A broker, inferior to thole called Dalidls , who tranfafts the bufinefs at 
with the manufacturer, and ibmeiimes carries goods about for fait. 


as charge of the highways, the examination-of ] 







GLOSSARY.. xxiii. 

qSmkdary fabdiviGon t * ie * an< ^ s °^ a Zeminddry, held by a Takekddr. 

Talcchddr. A renter under a Zemindar, of the fubdivifion called Talook. 

Tank/all. Amint. 

Tama.. Afmallfort, 

Teep. A note of hand. In Bengal particularly ufed for thofe notes given before-hand 
for nioney td.be paid for fervices to be perfortlied. 

Tatifiaw. An alignment of lands, or the revenues of them, for any particular dif- 
* burfements, or purpole of government. 

U 

Ulnimgau, An allowance paid from the revenues, as a largefs, to religious men, doftors, 
or profeffors of fciepce. It Ihould be written Altumghau. 
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INDIA AFFAIRS, 


CHAP. I. 

INTRODUCTION, 

I N the degrees there are fcope and encouragement given to induftry, 
a country will naturally grow populous and wealthy: but though 
the great objects of nations, as of individuals, are prol'perity and 
power, the means either of acquiring or preferving them are not un- 
frequently miitaken. 

Induftry will be beft applied to agriculture, manufacturing and 
commerce. Of thefe, the two former are mutual fupports of eacli other ; 
and when made to co-operate with commerce and navigation, they, all 
together, will lay the molt lafting foundations of opulence and mnrht. 

Thefe arts, with efficient laws for individual protection and due pu- 
nUliment, and an able and upright achifmiftralion of juftice, it made all 
fully to operate under a wife, moderate, and beneficent government, 
will coaftitute what may be called the perfection of human pohev; and 
prove equally the fource of abundant wealth, power, and tehcitv. 

Agriculture, fingly, perhaps never did materially enrich or ilrengthen 
any country; as, in fuch cafe, even the commerce nnu navigation 
ariling from it will be carried on by other nations a I.Ianvvactcnes, 
beyond all other means, ferve to populate and enrich a country: but 

® See CoNsiDtRATicNs nn the Police, CoMMtRcr, and Circl'Mstascej o: u-,e JviNGDcre, 
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grammar and dictionary: in order to effect which, he will be necef- 
fitated firfl: to learn, as a medium, either the Perlian, or one of the many 
dialects now ufed in the different parts of Hindoftan, of which that of 
Bengal, of all the fouthern provinces of India, is neared to the Samfcrit s 
one fourth part of its words, the forms of feveral of its letters, and the 
names and order of the whole alphabet, agreeing exactly therewith. As 
•fo much tiipe then mull be i'pent in the attainment of a language not 
recpiifite for bufinefs, there can be little reafon for expecting it will 
ever elfetdually be accomplished by any one whofe great objeft, from 
going to India, is the acquifition of wealth. It is therefore an under¬ 
taking that probabfy never will be properly engaged in, unlefs by the 
encouragement of fome government, or great feminary of learning : 
and as it might prove the means of making many difeoveries that at 
lead would be curious, it Should be thought cleferving of the patronage 
of the favourers of fcience. 

The mod ancient hidorical account we have of the Hindoos is from 
the tranllation of a poem from the Samfcrit into the Perlian language : 
and perhaps they have few other kinds of veVy ancient records of then- 
country, than verlifications of old but very current traditions of tranf- 
acHons^'by men like the ancient Welch, Iridi, Highland, or Englifh 
bards, who have generally every where been the hidoriographers of rude 
ao-es for even Homer was no more. Farther literary treafures, there¬ 
fore, of very ancient times of this at lead, or perhaps any other kind, 
may not be in the poffeifion of the Brahmins : and indeed were ther® 
others, they might be matters morebf curiofity than utility. But there 
may be fome of later times greatly more important, as that tribe ol In-, 
dians, if not generally learned, have at lead been always duchous. 

The Englifh nation know little more of their ancedors in the times of 
the Druids than what has been learned from fuch other nations as hap¬ 
pened then to be more enlightened. Yet the Druids, like the ancient 
Brahmins, were prieds and philolophers ; between whom there was a 
fimilarity in manners and practice, both orders beingTecret, myderious, 
and referved, how widely foever they might difter in. their prin¬ 
ciples of religion. The Brahmins however afiert, and with loine ap¬ 
pearance of reafon, that the lawgivers of other nations have borrowed 
from the inditutes of Briniha, as they judge from what they have fecit 
of the Mahoniedans and Jews, and probably from what they may have 
heard of the Heathens * and Roman Catholics., 

* The Hindoos pay aitnd of dlrlfic honours to (itch perfuns ns tvere diflingutlhcd by cxtraoulmary 
rccits: Which were rc#Hy Heathen motives for many deifications, and are pretended 10 cu 0( - °i 

molt I’opilb ommtartiifr. , . 




c CONSIDERATIONS 

Concerning tire butanes which we ltavc hitherto been furnllHed with 
of Hmdofbin, it raav with truth be find, that they have not been pro¬ 
perly of ihe Hindoo nation'; or people, but ot inch foreign invaders as 
(ncreiiivcly (ubduc-d and ruled over client. T ttc ancient h'jihs were 
probably Sovereigns ot ti'e it vend provinces, or diftricls of India, being 
lords o.l the inti, . 'amours ov proielhon, and of courfc protectors from 
micro,fi ; and im , guvrrmnent beine on the arbitrary principles of 
parental delpottlm. they were never oppoled, but from the irrefiftible 
i m on He of nature to withftaud intolkrablc opprellion ; beyond which 
tiie (iconic ot India do not appear, from incur practice, to have ever had 
an? utea of public ruiiit or hbertv. 

It is natural to iuppole, m the progrefs of ages, that Rajahs, like 
nil oilier Sovereigns, became infected ivith ambition, when clUputes led 
to ccooucfts. by wlncn tivay grew extended: lo that there might have 
been temnorary power acquired that was even enormous. But pro- 
Innir m-°re never was a native government of all Hindoftan : nor in¬ 
deed lias mere fince been entirely fitch of any race of invaders who 
efhiuiiilicd themlelves at Dehly. 

Some ot the provinces of India were long tributary to the Perfians ; 
as thev afrenvarcis were to the Afgan, or Patau Tartars, whole feat of 
p-overmnent was Ghifm, m the mountainous country between Perfia 
and Hindoftan ; from whence they made frequent inroads into the 
neared Indian provinces, to plunder and impofe tributes, till the be- 
ginnmsr of me fourteenth century, when thej' eftablilhed tiiemfelves at 
Dehly. Of tins 1 artar government it may be laid, as of the race of 
Tamerlane which fuccecded it in Hindoftan, that it never was complete 
over the whole country: was frequently reiifted even by tributary Hi¬ 
ndis, ana iomctimes dnmembered of its principal provinces. 

he mail enlarge no farther here on the ancient date of Hindoftan, 
than mil to oroerve. that among the defeendants of Slieni, named in 
the tentli chapter of trenchs, there is mention made of an Ophir in 
the jourth generation : who probably gave his name to tiie place from 
v.truce Solomon afterwards obtained his large returns of gold*. All 
thofe generations from Snem, mentioned by Moles, are laid by him to 

, * Some iearnea writers have conjectured the ancient Ophir to have been the port which 5o inter 
nflw hits been cailca cjofrun, fkuated on tnc continent of Africa, oppofitc to Madagsfcar ; but that 
pun is not ciiihvard of the coumrv whicn was mft peopled after the flood. It majf not then be 
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chirty-feven millions, feven hundred twenty-four tboufand, fix hundred 
and fifteen pounds fieri in g *, the Siibahs, or greater governments being 
rated as-fallows. 


Subahs. 

Dams. 


Pounds fterling. 

Dehly 

,221,950,137 


3,818,594 

3 6 

Agra 

,146,760,157 


3,583,625 


Azmeer 

652,345,362 


2,038,579 


fflahabad 

456,543,24 s 


1,426,697 


Panjab 

826,132,107 


2,581,661 

6 8 

Audib, or Owd. 

322,327,829 


1,007,274 

0 0 

Multan 

214,442,936 


6-0,134 

3 6 

Cabool 

161,039,354 


503,248 


Cafiuneer 

229,911,397 


718,47? 

2 4 


607,849,135 


1,899,529 

3 6 

Bengal 

524,636,240 

L.i,639,488 

5 0 


Baha'r 

407,161,000 

1,272,378 

2 6 




2,911,866 

7 6 


Orissa 

142,820,000 

446,312 

10 0 3,358,178 

17 6 

Sc'md 

91,816,810 

—— 



Dowlatabad 

1,034,945,100 


3,234,203 

9 0 

MaM 

403,901,658 


1,262,192 

13 6 

Berar 



1,918,828 

2 6 

Khandeifh 

448,630,000 


1,401,969 

0 0 

Bedr 

372,974,370 


1,165,545 

0 0 

Hyderabad 

1,113,360,000 


3,479,250 

0 '0 

Vizapore 

1,078,305,000 


3,369,703 

2 6 


Dams f 12,071,876,840 


Every perfon well acquainted with Hindoftan will allow, if the above 
fum found its way into the King’s treafnry at Dehly, that it may. with 
great moderation, be admitted, twice that lum at leaf! was collected from 
the tenants, or hufbandmen, as will be made to appear evident to the 
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coafiderable dreams falling into or from the great rivers Vudda and 
Brimbapturc, which render the inland navigation very cxtenfive and 
convenient for the purpofes of trade t- This great facility of obtaining 
water, aiid the natural fertility of the foil, every where abided by the. 
periodical rains' from May to September, render the cultivation of die 
earth an inviting talk, and fo eafy, as to afford the hufbandman great 
leilhre for application even to the arts of manufacturing. 

without the aid of lilver or gold mines, was in her limes of' 
proiperity a receptacle into which the gold and filver of the greateft 
part of the world had been flowing by regular channels for ages, till 
foreign invaders interrupted its courfes. This great influx of wealth 
was owing, fil'd, to the extraordinary fruitfulnefs of the de¬ 
pendent dominions ; fecondly, to the fober indudry of the inhabi¬ 
tants, either applied to agriculture, which was greatly encouraged, or 
to manufacturing thole commodities which have for many ages been in. 
elleetn throughout the world ; and thirdly, lo the ftrong protection 
that was granted to merchants.. 

The encouragement of foreign and-domedic trade was more particu¬ 
larly necedary in the Subah-of Bengal, which, note 
diamonds, gold, or filver, depended folely upon it 
that very large balance of trade in its favour which a 
to pay fo confiderable a tribute, as hath been (hewn, n 
of Dehly. Accordingly, as Mr. Scrafton hath exj 
“ late years,” inconceivable numbers of merchants 
Alia in general, as well as from the.reft of Hindoftan 
times in bodies of many thoulands at a time 
fort to Bengal with little elfe than ready money, or o 
produce of thofe provinces. The caufes an 1 ff 
failure of fuch commerce fince, will hereafter be raa 


s manufactories for 
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of the government, the Emperors thenifelves became the tools of their 
own traiterons officers. Thus the Omrah Gazi al Deen Khawn, who 
was Biicklhy of the empire, or paymaftcr of the troops, in the year 
1753, dethroned his mailer the Emperor Ahmed Shah, who was the 
(on and fucccffor of the before-mentioned Mahomed Shah ; from which 
period the Mogul empire with the greateft propriety may be conlidered 
as totally fubverted and not exilting. From that time, whatever pretend¬ 
ers there have been to the title, there has been properly no Emperor; 
alinoft all’ the provinces which were then tributary to Dchly having been 
difunited, and become lo many feparate, independent governments. 

The rebellious Omrah Gazi al Deen Khawn, after dethroning his 
Sovereign, fcnt Mm to prifon, where the leveral other Princes of the 
royal blood were alio kept confined; and he afterwards obliged a fur- 
geon who had been long in the Emperor’s fervice, named Yacoob J an, 
and iviio is now retained in the employ of Mahomed Reza Khawn at 
Murfhedabad, to'put out his ITajelfy’s eyes. 

At the very time this rebel put out his mailer’s eyes, he took another 
Prince, named Yaz al Deen, out of prifon, whom he placed nominally 
upon the throne of Dehly, by the name of Allum Gueer ; and after 
having uled this Prince as an inftrument till he found him grow trouble- 
fome, he then laid a fnare for him, and fome time in the month of De¬ 
cember 1759, had him alfalfinated. 

After the murder of Allum Gueer, the ambitious Gazi al Deen Khawn 
took another Prince out of prifon, and placed him in like manner on 
the throne of Dehly, by the name of Shall jehitn ; but the ambitious 
views of this traitor being defeated <on the invafion of the Dehly pro¬ 
vinces, engaged ill by the Marahtahs in the year 1761, he then thought 
fit to retire from the feene of public yillany, and fled into the country 

The mock Emperor Shah Jelian, having fat in lhadowy greatuefs but 
a fev/ weeks 011 the, throne of Dehly, was fuddenly depoled and again 
imprifoned by the conquering JMavahtahs, who in his (lead placed on the 
throne, Jewan BuK.nl:. the cldell foil of Ally Gohar, another prince 
of the line of Taiuerlime; .whom Gazi al Deen had, among the rclt, kept 
a date prifoner. This {Jinnee, Ally Gohar, who'is the cldell foil of 
the before-mentioned Gueer, is the fame whom the Eiiglilh Eali 

hm ' Company afterwards created Emperor of Hindostax. 

,. J’.mcc Abdalla, chief of the nation now called Durannics or Ala¬ 
ck T., a native of Candah'.r, who had raifed himfeif from being a 
Cmtbdur of Kacler-Sha-Ij’s, and, hi the conftiliou which enfued upon 
k' ' ' ’ Nader’s,,,. 






u CONSIDERATIONS 

Nailer’s death, had ufurped nil the northern provinces ceded to Perga by 
Mahomed Shah, was at this time grown very powerful. He had already 
once invaded BimiodAn, and fought feveraj battles with the Marahttths, 
with whom the contention in faft was, who fliould place a King on the 
throne of Dehly, as a tool of their own. Upon his fecond invafion of 
Dehly he gave them a total overthrow, on the 8th of February 1760.: 
but was pieafed to confirm the appointment made lay the Marahtahs of 
the young jewan Bukht to the throne, now circumfcribed in authority 
to the provinces of Dehly ; and after fettling the annual tribute to be 
paid by the young nominal King, for the provinces thus conferred upon 
him, and putting him under the guardianflup of a Hohiila Chief, one of 
his own creatures, named Nigib al Dowlah, Abdalla returned to his 
own country. 

In the mean while, that is, fome time in the year 1758, the before- 
mentioned Prince, Ally Gohar, had found means to elcape from 
the prifon in which he and feveral brothers had been born, at Dehly; 
and it was his good fortune at lafl to fall into better hands than his pre- 
decefl'ors had done, thofe of the Englilh Eaft India Company. But it 
was not, however, till after the unfortunate Prince had received many 
rebuffs, and experienced various calamities, that the Englilh Company 
condefeended to create him their Grand Mogul. 

After his elcape from prifon, he led a vagrant kind of life for about 
nine months, till he was drawn into a fnare by the famous Gazi al Detn, 
and again confined. By an aft of gallantry he freed hintfelf from this 
lecond confinement, and fought refuge with a Marahtah Chief, named 
IttulRow, who protected him for fome months, plundering-the country 
in his name. Tired of his lunation with this Chief, he next betook him- 
felf to the before-mentioned Rohilla Chief, Nigib al Dowlah, at Secun- 
dra ; who, not choofing to engage in his fchemes, was foon quitted by 
him, and he went over to Sujah al Dowlah *, Subahdar of Owd, who 
alfo preferring the independence which the confufion of the empire had 
given him, made the Prince Ally Gohar a linall prelent, and defired 
him to quit his dominions. 

Our wandering Prince, who was alfo known by the name of Shah- 
zada during the life of his father, Allum Gueer, next took refuge 
with Mahomed Euli Khawn, Nabob of' Iilahabad, with whom he cou- 
. certed a plan for invading and taking poilefiion of the territories of 
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they always proved tinfuccefsful, yet they kept the country in tronlH'-s 
for an nit three years; during which time he made lcvcral other oilers 
to the Engiifli of carte blanche, as appears in a letter from Governor 
Hoiwdl'G who fucceeded Colonel Clive in Benr al. dated Calcutta- the 
t^tK fane 1760, direfted to the then Commander ot the army. He 
was diftreilc'd and hat raffed to focii a degree during thelc car'p-vrer- 
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in Chief of the army, with orders for him to get it executed hy 
:h’. I lie following is an exact copy of their tranllation of this 



]omctl our ftandard, (hall put us in polfeilion of Illahabad and the 
“ relt ot the countries belonging to the Nizamut oft’ X j '1 

“ al Dowlaii, and the revenues, excepting thofe of Rajah Lnlwant Sine s 
“ Zemindary, (hall be in our entire management and dupoial. 

“ As the Englilh Company will be at a farther expence in puiunsr us 
“ in poflellion of Illahabad, and the relt of the Nizamut ot the Naboo 
“ Sujah al Dowlah, we will therefore, as we get pol 
“ them, out of our treafnry, Inch a proportion of the reve 
“ gencies of our affairs will admit of; and when wc arc put in mil 
“ polfeilion, we will reimburie the whole cxpenccs ot the Company 111 
“ this bufineli, from the time of their joining our royal ftandard.” 


His Majefty, as migh? be expected, very readily airrecd to the con¬ 
tents of this paper ; and accordingly, a few days alter the receipt ol it. 
that is, on the 29th December 1764. ms imperial 1 mould, or firmaun ~ 
was ilfued, confirming the tame. In conleotteuce of this acrcemcnr. 
his Majefty was put in poflellion of Illahabad and all the Siibafhip of 
Owd, excepting the Rajahli / l g I 

principal city of BaiAras alt 1C l 


*tedflifirauuS 
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bubs of Bengal, at MurHicdabad. A treaty *, confirmed as ufurtl by the 
oaths of the contrafting parties, was alfo entered into between him and 
the Engtifti Company, whereby he not only confirmed all their former 
polTeifious and privileges, and the treaty lately made with his prede- 
ceflob, hut granted alfo feveral conliderable new privileges and terri- 
. tories, beljdes paying immenfe ftims of ready money, both to the Com¬ 
pany and to individuals, as may be feen by the copies of the treaty and 
lubfcquent agreements at large in our Appendix, N’lII. to VII. pages 
5 to 10. 

In the mean time, the expelled Nabob Scrajah nl Dowlah was dilco- 
rered on his flight at ftagemahl, feized, and lent down by Mecr JafRcr’s 
brother to the city of Mtirfhedabad, on the 4th July 1757, where he 
was f privately murdered by order of our new Nabob. 

This was the firft Nazim, or Nabob created in Bengal by the Englilh, 
who, afttf- thetr recent and repeated fucceflcs againft the late Nabob, 
the^rdwfcNand the t Dutch, had acquired fo great a reputation, and 
fpread faff tert-or through the comitrv. that there is no doubt tlicv 
might with cafe have marched to Dehly. Revolutions were now be¬ 
ep me a trade, or at Icalt a fund to fupply the exigencies of the Engiilli 
Eaft India Company and their fubftitnccs : Meer jaffier was foon judged 
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" dependency, to -which you can never no-w return without ceasing to 

This one young Nabob Najim al Dowlah, by the agreement * made 
between him and the Company in July 176J, was to have a fettled 
income, out of the revenues of the Bengal provinces, of confiderabiy 
, more than fifty-three lacks of ficca rupees per annum. Within two 01- 
three months afterwards, in conlequence of the penetrating infpcclions 
that had been made by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, it was reduced 
to lefs than forty-two lacks f: but he died juddenly oil the 8th May 
1766, within fiftee'n months after his exaltation to the Mufnud. 

The allowance to his brother and fucceflor Meer Kaneyah, alias Seyf 
al Dowlah, a youth of about fifteeyi years old, was reduced to thirty-fix 
lacks, which however he did not long enjoy, having, on the 10th of 
March 1770, alfo died fuddenly. 

His youngeft brother Mobareckal Dowlah, a youth of about thirteen 
years of age, -was the next Nabob. His allowance upon his acceflion to 
this nominal Government was fettled by the Company’s Servants in 
Bengal, at thirty-two lacks a year ; but it was leflcned, in the fame year 
1770, to fixteen lacks by the Court of Direftors ; who at the lame time 
allb reduced the income of the minifter Mahomed Reza Khawn, from 

Our prelent Nabob MobStreck al Dowlah, though a child, has already 
been furnifhed with a feraglio, which will fcarce contribute to promote 
a long life : but when,, or how Mobareck may die we pretend not to 
forefee. However, as he is the only remaining fon of Meer Jaflier, and 
confidering the late fatality among Nabobs, it is reafonable to imagine 
the race of them in Bengal is very nearly at an end. It is probable 
our prelent young Nabob may prove the laft of his family, and he may 
likewile wind up the bottom of this office, with refpect to the human 
race. Whenever he dies, in any way, perhaps one of the Hate- 
elephants may be thought no improper fucceflor, that being an animal 
of great Ihew, very long lived, equally J tradable , and not fo expen- 
five to maintain as the pageant parts of the human race. 



CHAP. 
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national inquiries which followed ; while in fact: t 
gal the appearance of receiving immediately any 
the change. That the reader may perceive more 
this Iaft aflertion, we will lay before him a (liort v; 
gained by the Company upon the treaties iu 1 ' 
and his Committee arrived in Calcutta, compared 


mufl be firfl informed of the true value of the 
Rajah Buhvant Syig. At the capital city ol B->n 
vernor Vahfittart and his Council had, towards I 
t764, cllablilhed a factory confining of a Chief 
collection of the revenues of that zemindary, whi 
advantageoufly fituated for extending and increat: 
cloth and other ftaple articles imported by the Corv 
factory they portefled. His Lordfliip and the Sec 
appeared on this as well as on many other occahc 
from England all knotvlege of the (late India was 
upon relinquifhing this zemindivy, rcfolved aho t 
tory ; and without duly confulting the fervants - 
ployed in that department, were plcafed to fix 
country for the laft year they refolved the C11 sp-’n 
hig the 27th November 1767, at twenty lacks ot 1 
known that the Rajah, who died about two years 
four times that fum. His brother, the late Sanaa 
on the point of making propofals to the Comoanv i 
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The difference in favour of Lord Clive’s treaties, according to this 
cftimate, which comprehends every article of a permanent nature, is 
only one hundred and eighty-two thoufand, nine hundred and nighty- 
three pounds fterling per annum, even admitting that, agreeably to Ills 
Lordlhip’s dlimate, 250 lacks had been actually collected ; which we 
believe, from a variety of caulcs, has not been the cafe in any one year 
from his LorcUUip’s eftabliftiment to this day. It is true, that the Na¬ 
bob, Sujali al Dowlah, upon his being reftored to his country, paid 
the Company fifty lacks of rupees, agreeably to the 6th article of the 
mnilication for their charges in the war. But this 
being onlyw temporary advantage, againft which mull be alfo placed 
the extraordinary charge of that campaign. It cannot with propriety be 
included in our clthnatc among the articles of a permanent annual re- 

tt men we place againft the before-mentioned 182,9831. the 400,000 k 
now paid annually to government, and the additional improvements 
which might have been molt rcafonably expciftcd from Buhvani Sing’s 
Ze mind ary, it mult be allowed that his Lordlhip’s alterations, upon 
-.illuming the Dcwannee, have been no way for the inrereft of the Com¬ 
pany, even without bringing-to account the amazing iucreafe in the 
•charges of the civil and military eftabfilhments, which has been another 
ill coniecpicnce, to the almoft entire ablbrption of the revenues. 

Even the Court of Eaft India Directors leem to have been foon fen- ' 
fibie of this greatly increafing charge, by their letter to the Select Com¬ 
mittee at Bengal, dated the 16th March 176S ; w herein, after eftimat- 
ing what the various articles of incrcafe in their military and other 
charges would amount to, exclufive of what might be paid to the 
INInrahiahs, if their treaty with that nation fliould come to a conclu¬ 
sion, they thus proceed, in the 140th paragraph. “ When thefc cal- 
“ dilations are made, you will find we already approach the urvaofi 
“ limit! of inbat expcace can be afforded from the revenues : and llioukl 
“ there be occalion for any military operations, it will be found we 
“ have not altered oar fituation much to our advantage; but have 
“ only exchanged kxitrtiiii frofit in tmmerte for a vhecar lot's one in 
■“ Revenue*” -hi - 


! Via ^ 

“Iff 


C U A P. 







0 , N,. INDIA AFFAIRS. 


“ on both fides may come, is the caufe that the bearer of this letter, 
“ John Newbery, jointly with thole that be in his company, with a 
“ curteous and hondl boldneilc, do repaire to the borders and coim- 
“ treys of your empire, wee doubt not but that votir Imperial Majcftic, 
“ through your royal grace, will favourably and friendly accept him. 
“ And that ye would do it the rather for our fake, to make us greatly 
“ beholding to your M.ij elite ; wee flioulcl more earneftly, and with 
*“ more w^rds require 1 it, if wee did think it needful. But by the 
" jugular report that is of your Imperial Majdlic’s hunianitie in tliefe 
“ uttermoib parts of the world, wee are greatly ealed of that burden, 
e * and therefore Wcc ufe the fewer and leffe words: onely we requelt 
“ that becaufe they are our fubjecls, they may be honeillv intreated 
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lounu menus to. ingratiate bimlHf with the Mogul, and at laft tfbrafnedl 
jinnnuns much to Ins laustaction, and windi were Did to tend greatly 
to the wobt and lioootir of the; nation ; but we are not TnrnUhtt} with 
the copies ot thole hnmmis. 

Dunne Mr. MildcnlmH’s peregrination, that is, on the 30th Decem¬ 
ber in the vc-ar 1600, Queen Elizabeth had granted her firft letters pa¬ 
tent to certain adventurers, lor lilteen years, for the difeovery of the 
trade to the Lall, ny the name of 1 he Governor and Company of Mer¬ 
chants of London trading into the Laft Indies; which moft probably 
prevented Mr. MddcnhaJl’s hrmauns from anpearmg. 

Sir. lliomas Beft ", who went out to India with the direction of ttvo 
flaps m 1 61 1, earned letters Itkcwito from King fames, and pt-efents to 
the Great Mogul, bnah Selcem (afterwards called Noor al Seen Jehan- 
gneer) then at Agra. On the 21ft October 1612, he fettled articles of 
trade with the Mogul Governor of Amadav.it and burst, ot which he 
afterwards received a confirmation from the Mogul, m a m-maun, dated 
at Agra the, ajtlv January 1613 ; wherein-, among other things, it was 
flipulated, “ That there flionld be a perpetual peace and free com- 
“ mcrce between the Mogul s fubjects and the Englifh in all parts of 
“ h;s dominions ; that all Enghfli goods lliotild pay cuflom after the 
rate of three and a halt per cent, upon the value or price they were 
“ worth when put into tiie cuftom-houfe, and that it fliould be tawful 
“ for tne King ot England to keep and continue an ambalfador at 
“ the court of the Great Mogul, during the time of the faid peace and 
“ commerce ; there to comuound and end all fuch great and weighty 
" queflions as might anv way tend to a breach of the faid peace.” 

In the year 1614. Sir Thomas Roe f, Knight, was appointed, and 
fer.t by his Maieily, King fames the Firft, as ambalfador, with prefents 
and a letter to the Grand MoSul, Shah Seleem, or Jehanguccr, of which 
letter the following- is a copy. 

“ James, bv the Grace of Almighty God, the Creator of heaven and 
cartn. King of Great Britain, &c. &c. 

“ To the Ihgh and Miglnv Monarch, the Great Mogul, King of the 
“ oriental Indies, of Canciahur. Caflimeer, Khoraflaan, &c. Greeting. 

We having notice 01: your great favor towards us and our ihbjecis, 
“ by your great fu maun to all your captains of rivers, and officers of 
vour cuftoms, tor tne entertainment of our loving fubjefts, the Eng- 
‘‘ lifli nation, with all kind refpeef, at what time foever they fliall 

V See Purcuas’s ViLGRins, Booll ll.fage 456, Sec, 
t Ism. page 53;, See. 
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“ rank be what it may, will incur our higheft difpleafurc, and {hall 
“ certainly feel the weight of our refentmcnt.” 

Thole were the judicious orders given for the protection of trade by 
former Courts of Directors : and by the representation which has been 
ju:l given of the nature of the Englifh Company’s trade in India, the 
reader, who is a merchant, will eafdy lee that upon a footing of fair 
N trade, it mud be ever for the intereft of the Company, though not for 
Chat of their fervants, to encourage private traders of all nations, in 
India, for thefe obvious realbns ; that the more traders, the more pur¬ 
chasers of the Company’s ftaple imports, the laics of which would be 
the more indultiToufly pufhed in every corner of India; and the more 
providers of goods at the manufacturing towns, the more the manu¬ 
facturers would be encouraged, and upon a free inland trade, the 
more goods would come to market. But fince the Englifh Ead .India 
Company have become the Sovereigns, they and their fubllitutes have 
been exclulively the foie merchants of Bengal, and leem to have ad¬ 
opted fentiments as repugnant to the true 1 pirit of mercantile affairs, 
as could pollibly be conceived ; nay they have of late even ventured to 
aflert, that they alone have a right to trade in India; and in confe- 
quence of that alifijrd opinion, they have directed certain merchants, 
inhabitants of Calcutta, not to trade; alledging, very nicely, that 
though they might have a legal right to refide at their fettlemcnts, they 
could have no right to trade there ; which is the fame thing as telling a ' 
man he may have a right to live, but no right to life the means of his 
profelfion for acquiring wherewithal to fupport life. 

It is true, tliat Rich rellriclions have never been laid but upon parti- 
cular perlons whom the Company defigued to opprels and crufli. But 
how milerable and dcfpicable mud that date ol the sroverimicnt of me 
Company’s affairs be, wherein the general fyltem ol |u:tiCe is ftupyed 
and perverted, for the fake of opprelling an individual : 

It is true alfo, .that this abfurd doclriue has never been maintained or 
enforced till Within thefe fix years pad ; fince winch rime every man¬ 
oeuvre ofthofe who govern the Englifh Ead India concerns, aim parti¬ 
cularly in Afia, feems to have been calculated with a view to laeilmue 
the monopolizing of the whole interior trade - of bcw.al. To cm:6- 
this, inconceivable opprefltons and hardlhips have been pnictitcd to¬ 
wards the poor niamifacturers and workmen of the tommy, vhu ate, 
in <att, monopolized by the Company as lb many dates. 1 ms f|.c. 
of monopoly has occalioncd frequent complain 

French and Dutch Companies: the latter of whom, upon a late dilnuU', 

■ , [ K ] >»^e 
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“ of Madrafs, Bombay, and Bengal, were become very populous: and 
“ upon the petition of the faid Company farther fuggclting, that the 
“ granting them Inch powJh as might conduce to the puuilhing of 
“ ' ice, adininUtring of juflice,- for the trying and punifhing of capital 
“ and other criminal offences, and the better government of their laid 
“ fetLlements abroad ; would not only tend to the advancement of tliofe 
■ good ends, but alio to the increafe of the national trade, and of his 
“ Majelty’s revenues,” the two charters of jullice of the 24th Sept, in 
the 13th year of Geo. the Id. (1726) and of die 3tK Jan., and 26th of 
Geo. the lid. (1753) were, in purfuance of fcvcral adts of parliament 
palled for that purpol'e, granted to the Eall India Company. 

. It was upon a reprefentadon from the Company, that it had been 
found, by experience, that there were fomp, defects in the firlt-men- 
tioned charter (of which notice will be taken hereafter} that tlie’ fm- 
rendcr of the firlt charter was accepted, and the fecond granted them. 
The courts of juflice eflablilhed by the authority of the Britilh legifla- 
ture in the Company’s principal fettlemcnts, especially iii Bengal (of 
which we more particularly treat) as appears by the charter lalt men- 
mentioned, are the following. 

Firft, The Mayor’s Court; being a Court of Record, confiding of 
a Mayor and Nine Aldermen, Seven of which Aldermen, together with 
the Mayor, mult be natural-born Britifli liibjedts; and the other Two 
Aldermen may be foreign proteftants, the fubjccts of nnv other Prince 
. or State in amity with Great Britain ; which Court is appointed a bodv 
politic and corporate, to have perpetual fuccellion : anti, being perlmis. 
capable in law to fue and be fued, they, or any 1 hree or more ot tnem, 
(whereof the Mayor or Senior Alderman for the tunc bcimr, then redd¬ 
ing in the fettlement, to be One) are authorized to try, hear, and de¬ 
termine all civil luits, aftions and pleas, between party' and party, that 
may arife within the laid factories, except Inch luits or actions ihouk! 
be between the Indian natives only ; in which cafe Inch Inns or actions 
are to be determined among thcmfelvcs, unlefs both parties lluill by 
content fubmit the fame to the determination ot the Mayor’s Court. 
And this Court is lurcher authorized to grant probate ot wills,, and letters, 
of adniiuiltration tor the eftates of perfbns dying mteilatc.. 

For putting this charter in execution, inltruchons have been lent out 
by the Company, as drawn up by their lawyers, for the direction of this. 
Court, as to the form and method of their proceedings ; which is by- 
bill and aofwer, in imitation of the proceedings in the Ihgh Court ot 
Chancery; but the Court of Aldermen, or a quorum of three ot them, as 
above mentioned, when the'eaufe is at idue proceed to hearing, and 

the- 
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paralleled cruellies from the Company, or their (ervants, either acting 
by thrinfelves, or through the Nabobs, without even a probability of 
fuch injured perfons ever obtaining jultice, as tlicy have no Nabobs 
with a protecting power to apply to : and even the Engiilh laws, if 
duly enforced, leave them without remedy, became the oppreilion,. in 
cafes of complaint, is alledged to have been committed without the limits 
of the Company’s dillricls, and alcribed to our Naiioh, who is made to-, 
father it, as the acl oi' an independent Sovereign. 

Great opprellions can never happen but. from thole in high power: and. 
therefore the perlons who are made to fuffer them in-Bengal wifi have 
to contend with the power and treafuries of the Company both abroad 
and at home. Bolides, how few men who are dependent, m the man¬ 
ner we have icon all mull, be who are under the pou t,'- m the Company 
in Bengal, will dare to be inlira .e .tal, oraffiilaiu to the injured, in bring¬ 
ing' to jullice fuch oppicllbrs -as arc lure of Ilrong tiipport ? And how few 
will have the means, the application, the fortitude, or the perilverance 
requilite for the purfuit, through paths lb very difficult and precarious, of 
that redrefs, which, when obtained, can hardly be hoped to prove in any 
degree adequate to the wrong fuffered ? From all which it mult be evi¬ 
dent that the appearance of a remedy, as held out to the opprciicd in 
the ails of parliament now cxiliing, is but fhadowy and deceitful, even 
in the cafes of European fubjeihs : and if inch are the evils to which 
Eiiglifhmen are expofed who go to relide in India, it may cafiiy be 
imagined, from what lias been already laid, how much harder is the lol 
of the unhappy natives of tiiofe countries. Nevcrihclefs they are a 
mild, civilized, and polite people, and every way deierving oi the pro¬ 
tection of the Britilh laws ; as it is upon their induftry this nation mull 
finally depend for whatever reiources (lie may hereafter expect from, 
tiiofe dominions. 

Within die Englifli fettiement of Calcutta, the Members of die Board 
of Council, from acting at one and the fame time in fo many diifercnt 
capacities, have among the natives, who arc in general ignorant of die 
Engiilh laws, the power of aiTuming that official character which belt 
ierves their purpofe. Thus, whenever they choole it, they can, and 
do with great convenience, transfer the native complainant from the 
CounLHer to die Juftice of Peace, from the Juftice to the Zemindar’s 
CutckciTtes, and from the Zemindar to die Secret Committee, where each 
Member is bound to the other, under oaths of fecrccy, not to divulge 
what paiTcs. If the complaint be not totally tpiaffied by tlicfe means, 
and thole gentlemen are apprehenlive that it may be revived within the 
ieulement in ibmc ffiape or other, through the aiiiltance of fome daring 
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pn foil, they have this Iaft refourcc, ot transferrincr 
under any pretence, from the Secret Committee to t 
they can do what they pleafe with him : and tins me 
has been actually prabtited. 

By fucli means, civil jutlice is entirely eradicated, 
land country, where neither the Englifh nor the com 
(have any force, is actually in a Hate ot the r.ioft tic 
under the dcfpotic t'way of one, or at molt a very tf 
V.ten and their Banyans ; and to tiich a pitch of wre 
vitVdc ]yi'e tljp natives been reduced, that their wi 
whichrehey areal! delicate and jealous as any nation on 
frequently..taken from tliem, without their darintr 
'Complain, eftjier from the power of the violator, or 
no pcrlbn to coftyplain to, from whom they can hone 

We come now to the exemplification ot what we In 
real facts ; in which the writer will either confine bin; 
which he himlelf hath perfect knowledge, and can et c 
or to fucli others as appear well vouched, bv authentic 
bited in different parts of this work; and wc will beniii 

In confecpience of a mod extraordinary oppreihon ti 
of the country, of which particular notice is taken in 
an Armenian merchant, named Parfeek Arratoon; on ti 
1767, filed a bill in the Mayor’s Court agamtl the 20 
of Governor Harry Vrrclft and prancis Svkcs. Llqi 
current rupees, or about 7500 pounds ftcrlmfr. pn 
fait, laid to have been forcibly taken out ot the plan 
The caufc was brought to an iiliie ; and in the month 
011 a day appointed for the hearing, all the procecdin 
were read and fully confidered; the demand 01 the p 
to all appearance, and judgment upon the pome ot b 
when the Mayor, while lining in judg it 
or note, lent from tiie Governor, to put a flop to the 
caufe, as was allcdgcd, he, the laid Governor, was a 1 
the caufe, and was in expectation of tailing mutters 
proinile. To the atbmilhmcnt of the planners lobci 
he knew of no compromifc, and had received no ini 


• The writer of thefe flicets liciu'i :;n AMcnrnn 01 tin: Co 
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characters they can and do aiT'ume, as occafion requires : as it would in 
many calcs be difficult to trace thofe gentlemen through their various me- 
tainorphofes, we fhnll briefly enumerate lbtne principal tranlhctions as 
they occur to us, without making any dHtiiictions ; only dcfirir.ig’ the 
' reader once more to oblervc, that it is not the but the mcafum, 

when they are-bad, which we with to expole, in order for procuring 
an effectual rdbrmation. • / • ' 

A gentle .nan .of the Council at Calcutta became indebted to one \Vil:j/ 
liain \\ dton, a fad-maker, for work done in the way of his profdliefl, 
amounting to current rupees 75-9-7 ; for payment ot^h'wh.rb^rfail- 
maker {cut In his bill, with a receipt annexed. The Cotini'dlpr, who 
happened at the lame time to be Zemindar alio, alledgcd u4rtf>charges 
in the bill were exorbitant and unreal'onable, and woyJR neither dif 
charge or give up the bill; threatening the fail-mated?) that he would 
get him turned out of the Company’s lervice, or lent to Bencoolen *, 
if he pcrfitled in his . demand. The fail-maker not intimidated, 
filed his bill in the Mayor’s. Court againft the Counfellor, who, rather 
than dxpofe the affair to a public difcuflioti, more prudently agreed 
to fatisfy the complainant, to the amount of his bill, with the cofts 
of fuit, by which it was confequcntly fu elled. The complainant’s fo- 
licitor or attorney at law (as they are tailed in Bengal) lent his Ban¬ 
yan, Radhoo Tagoor, a black merchant of Calcutta, to receive the 
. amount of the bill, repeated times without fuccels, till at laft the find 
» Radhoo Tagoor defired the Counfellor’s Banyan to inform his mailer, 
that the amount of the hill was wanted, and if it was not paid, fome bad 
confcquences might cufue from the caule going on in the regular courfe 
of law, and the charges being conlequcntly enhanced; which being 
told to the Counfellor and Zemindar, he grew angry, and ordered the 
merchant, Radhoo Tagoor, to be immediately feiztd by his peons, and 
carried to the Cutcherry ; where he was, without any examination, 
enquiry, or form whatever, tied up, feverely flogged, and beat on the 
head with his own flippers t. by order of the find Zemindar; who 
■wrote a letter to the attorney at law upon the occafion, of which die 
following is an exact copy. 

* Bencoolen on the ifland of Sumatra, and Gombroon in Perfia, have been long looked upon as 
places very unhealthy and fatal to the generality of European conffituticins; and from fome Inltances 
pf pevfon3 in the Company’s fervice being formerly feht thither from other feitlements by Governors 
and Councils, as was fufpc&ed, to get rid of them, the talking ot fending people to Bencoolen, or 
Oombioon, has in India a kind of proverbial meaning expreflive of banilhment. 

+ The being beat on the head with a flipper is, among the natives of India, coufldered to b* a very 
ignominioy$ puoilhraent. 


S I R, 
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9* 

“ The Information of Gocul Sonar, Inhabitant of Calcutta, 


" That or, or about the ill ofPhalgoon (or roth February . 7^7) one 
Ram san-v.’ and Ram Uania with a Ilircii-.ih * (or meficiy, ,•) belong¬ 
ing to Nobekiflen Munlhy, came to the houfe of him the informant,- 
and di-.l then and there, with force, unlawfully and injurioufly enter, 
into his uv.vartl Aenana (or womens) apartments, faying, they bad 
orders f-om NobekifTen Munfliy to take away tin: infoj-"i:<-u’s ,(oter, 
for his the laid Nobekiflen’s ule. That on the -inftffmant’s raiding, 
and fading ihcDowMj t, they abnfed him and his niothepjr the moll: 
opprobrious terms, and did otherwife ill-treat them; tipon which., 
the red of the informant’s family being forced to ftrfniey unlawfully 
and by force did then and there furze ihe informant’s mother, and 
againft the peace of our Lord the King, did forcibly carry her away 
tqyNobckillen. 

“ That on the next day the faid Ram Sonar and Ram Bania came 
■with another Hircarali of NobekifTen’s, and did forcibly feize and 
carry away the-informant and his brother, named Kifn, into Nobc- 
kiffen’s prefence, who ordered both to be confined. Upon this we 
offered fecurity, which he refilled. Wc then offered that one of us 
fhould remain in prifon and the other be at liberty : this alio he, 
NobekUTen, refufed ; but gave orders to his peons, who carried us to 
prifon in the Collector's Cutcherry, where wc were both confined in 
the place where felons and thieves are, with our feet in the (locks, for 
two days and three nights : victuals lieing forbid to he given to us, 
and none of our people permitted to coine near us. And during 
our confinement. Ram Sonar, with one of Nohekilfen’s houfe, for¬ 
cibly entered the informant’s houfe, and carried away his filler to 
Nobekiflen’s houfe ; where he, NobekifTen, kept her confined one 
night, and violated her. Afterwards he, NobekifTen, lent for us 
from the Cutcherry to his houfe, and from thence ordered us to he 
carried and confined where the Company’s Hircarahs Hay, oppofite 
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tg the Governor’s houfe ; where we were confined one night and one 
‘Nj/alf day, and were afterwards again carmen ro NobckiUcn’s ai d 
lh\' m returned to the fame place of the Hircarnhs, from whence 
“ ‘ wer^ at laft releafed. 

“ That at the general quarter feflions of tins town nl Calcutta. on' 
the 4th of March 1767, this informant did reprcfeiu Ins grievances 
in a petition to the grand jury, which he delivered to the foreman, 
who delivered it to the clerk of the peace, who delivered it to ike 
Judges on the bench: but that no enquiry was made into the cafe of 
the ’jotorfhaitt,., the grand jury being ditmifled immediately after the 
deliv ery of his petition. 

“ This'reformat)t farther faith, that on the 17th March, at about ten 
o’clock at bight, four peons, or pykes, named Sheik Jailer, Sneik 
Rheyroo, ICifno’and Ram, came to the informant’s houfe with a neon, 
named Mowdy, who then and there, feized the informant’s brother, 
named Kill 10 Sonar, and carried him to Nobeluflen’s houfe, without anv 
legal warrant or authority: nor can the informant conceive any rea- 
I011, unlefs it was to intimidate him from feeking redrefs. Thofe of 
our caft (or tribe) as cuftotnary, vefufe to aii’ociate with us : and for- 
alinuch as the faid informant conceives the above related proceedings 
are unlawful and injurious, and are wrongs which tend to the great 
damage of him, the informant, and are againft the peace of our 
Lord the King, his crown and dignity ; and whereas the informant • 
is otherwife remedileis, he therefore humbly prays, that a warrant 
be granted to l’eize and bind ovet Nobekifien, and every' other per¬ 
son concerned in thefe oppreffions, to the next quarter feifions. 

(Signed) “ GOCUL SONAR.” 


“ Counterfigned. Sworn to before me, Charles Ffloyer, one of 
his Majefty’s Juftices of the Peace for the town of Calcutta, &c. this 
20th day of May 1767. 

“ CHARLES FFLOYER.” 


This information was fupportedby another depofition of Kilno Sonar, 
taken at the fame time upon oath, and fnbfcribed to in like manner, 
by the beforefaid Juftice of Peace, whereupon the complainant was 
happy in the thoughts that lie iliould of courle obtain uribce for toe 
injuries he complained of, according to the eliabiillicd laws ox tn>- 
land. But upon finding tiiat no warrant was ifliied, or baa required 
from die accufed party, nor any other fieps taken towards lminv. tne 
’• [ N ] aifair 
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*' To the Honourable Harry Vcrelfl, Efquirc, Prcfidcnt, Sec. ■Octyl*-'' 
“ men ol’ the Council at Fort-William, ., 

' “ Honourable Si r and Sirs, 

•• i tatc the hoerty of prefenting you with tins humble, addreis for . 
"• two mupofes. both winch I nope will be eftcemed to n>’nt the confi- 
deration oi vour Honourable Board. One is in or dpi' to put a Hop 
■" to cue corrupt practices ot a mail who has been l utrufj^d with the 
f in( to of the higheft nature, /and of the greatelt' 

" importance to the affairs or the Honourable, Company ; and the other 
" is in order to ootam piHtce and reflitutton lor tlie oppreffion and 
dmnao-e done me in particular. 

“ the orrievance complained of is, my having to the amount of 
r 1 o 1 j e orfively exacted and taken from me by 
" '■oorrii.en jViunihv. during my late confinement, e.v colore officii,. 

•• avatnmr hinuelf ot my isrnorance of the Englilh laws andcuftoms. 

" he rued to vtlitme m my confinement, and there, by threats and 
>' under various lcanctalous. villanous and.falfe pretences, did demand, 

“ in the month ot Ugrahn, a ring, value - - rupees 14,200 
“ Pous - - 500 gold mohtirs 
“ Choytro - 400 ditto 
“ Bliidro - £00 ditto 

1,400 value - - 20,000 

“ With two pieces of Bootedars, and fundry other 

“ things, given, by his order to his people, value - 2,coo 

“ Rupees * 36,200. 

“ The pretences he made rife of were, that he would preferve me, 

" or get me excuted from taking my oath upon the Ganges water be- 
“ fore the Select Committee, that I might have the greater latitude for 
“ what I was to declare verbally; that he would procure my relea foment; 

“ that he would give me a t Khelaat, and fend me away again X Dewan 


t An inmunirv drefs, piven to perfons upon their admiffion or entrance upon any new tin ft or 

F P 1 t 1 f the Dewannec. Sec C&ap. IV. But now every Englilh getuiesnan’s 
.end bmiyaa i?. by (ourlcjy, called his Devvaa. 
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to.Malda.h ; and that he would fave my life, which I was to 
■' o jived of, when he found it neceflary to threaten me. 

' “ ^ acknowledge my ignorance of the falutary laws of Great Britain, 

“ in ii' ffering mylelf to be thus itnpofed upon, as well as my folly 
“ in having even luppofed him to be of fuch confequence to the 
“ HonouralSk: the Select Committee. Yet, as the well-being of the 
“ Honourab!\Company’s affairs in a great meafure depends upon the 
“ impartiality ami integrity of thofe whofe office does any ways concern 
“ the adminiltratWr and execution of judice, or the common good of 
“ the lnojcCt, 1 bmnbly hope Hill to obtain redrcl's. 

“ And as I have heard much of the juftice of the Englifh laws, and 
“ am nuormed, that the Honourable the Court of Directors have 
f ‘ been plealed to order, that “ If a native chutes the decilion of his 
“ grievances by Englidi laws, thofe, and thofe only mud be purfued, 
“ and purfued according to the directions in the charter.” I am very 
“ delirous of laying my cafe before the juries at the nextfeffions, where 
“ only, I am informed, it is cognizable. 

“ But led the preferring in that manner my complaint againft. 
“ him, whild in office, ffiould be of any detriment to the affairs of the 
“ Honourable Company under his management, I hereby fird humbly 
“ beg the permidion of the Honourable Board. 

“ And as the grievances I complain of tend manifeftly to the evil 
“ example of all others the Company’s Banyans in office, as well as to 
“ the great oppreffion and detriment of the native inhabitants in 
“ general, I humbly hope, Honourable Sir and Sirs, that you will 

pleaie to grant me the permiffion required; that I may be enabled. 
“ to obtain redrefs and the reditution of my property'. 

I am, with the greated rclpeft, Sec. Sec. 

(Signed). “ R AM N A.U.T DAS S.”' 
u Fort William, the Ioth April 1767.” 

This letter he fent to tfie Governor, then Harry Vercllt, F.fq; who,, 
on the 15th April, in the evening, fummoned Ranmant before him, 
and having queftioned him in liis chamber, in a narticular manner, 
regarding the circumdances of his letter, difmided bun with affiir.iuccs, 
tliat he ffiould have the drifted judice done him. 

Upon Ramnaut’g gqiny out of the Governor’s chanur r, auc, 
into the hall, he iMr'fbddenly met by a party of leapoy s , 01 




diftritts 
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i II' hid ui< ht l iliypy after 

n i 111 n I a ' , 1 lit U jvUjufted, I 
j r Ji th i th l i s u s rjil due from 

,cr vca ivcd them. On lic arintr tins, Ba>mo Ongnoo- 
terv anew. and aonied me very much c/iending for the 
he I n Hvwnz. lie would tic me ui/to the §Seeptyah, 
money out of me. At le.it, he told/nc toTShd for the 
tters regarding the boats arse! the money paid, at the 
rdermsr me to pay, on account of the balance of the 
‘leven thoufand two hundred ficca rupees, on the ipot. 
c ordered tlie feapoys to take me away, and, by the 
to fee that tlie money was paid on that day. 
confcquence thereof very ill treated, and on die next 
g i fent for ; when he told me, I could only live by 
noney. 1 was afterwards carried to the * Khalfa Cut- 


cherry, hv order of the Nabob Mahomed Reza Kliawn ; who himfelf 
rallum me before him, ordered me to pay the faid money. I repre¬ 
sented. that I had no objection to paythe amount of the fait; but hoped 
I fhonki be tnercupon relcaled from confinement, and liave a fhort 
tome allowed me. Upon which the faid Nabob became very angry'; 

11 11 e the money at any rate ; and immediately fent 

1 I 1 1 Chawbuck. 'There was then prefent BabooOng- 

K kiffore Sene, the Governor’s Banyan’s t Vakeel,,, 
with whom the Nabob confiilted a little, and then ordered the feapoys 
to tahe me nack to my Drifon : telling me, if I did not pay the 
money within one month, he himlelf would pay it, and hang me 
tor it. Tn tins affair, whatever the Governor’s Banyan writes, that 
s and will ne me law i and I am afraid there is a defign upon, 
mv life. Do you. tnereiore. I pray, for God’s fake, make applica¬ 
tion on rnv behalf: and become anlwerable for the payment of the 
money, if I can be rcleafecl from mv confinement on thofe terms. 
Dated the Sth of the month Bhadro. or 21ft Auguft 1768.” 
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ijhey were kept imprifoned for fome months, to the tutor ruin of them- 
ieljes and. fafniiies. After they had been long enough hnprifbned to 
fer^e die purpotes intended, they were fet at liberty, but without being 
acquainted with any reafon for fuch imprifonment: and, defpairing of 
ever phoning juftice in Bengal, two of them came over in quell of it. 
to England; where, flattering theinfelves that the Court of Directors 
would natTliglly dlfcountenance filch oppredion, tlicy prefented a very 
refpe&fut petition to the Court; which, as it will give the bell (late of 
their cafe, we will prefent the reader with a copy of, as follows. 

To the Honourable the Court of Directors, for the Affairs of 
“ The Honourable the United Company of Merchants of Eng- 
“ land, trading to the East Indies. 

“ The Petition of Gregare Cejcmanl and Johannes Padre Rafael, 

“ Armenian Merchants, late of Bengal, 

” Humbly Sheweth, 

“ That your petitioners, who are natives of Ifphahan in Portia, have 
“ for many years reflcled in India, particularly in the provinces an- 
“ liexed to Bengal, and in the dominions of the different princes ber- 
*“ dering upon thofe provinces, where they have carried on, for them- 
*“ felves and others, a very extenfive trade, always with tire pel-million 
“ and approbation of the different princes in whofc dominions your* 
“ petitioners refided; always paying the duties exacted by fitch princes, 
and always chearfully fubmitting thenifc-ives to the laws of inch 
“ countries. 

“ That it has ever been the ciiliom, from time immemorial, for 
“ Greeks, Georgians, Turks, Perfians, Tartars, Caflimeerians, Ar- 
“ menians and other nations, to retort to and traffic in India, where 
“ the country Nabobs, lenlible of the benefits anting from the refort of 
“ foreign merchants and the increafe of trade, have at all times encou- 
" raged fuch perfons to tlie utmoft of their power. 

“ That betides their own traffic, your petitioners likevife, for about 
** feven years lati pad, have been honoured with bufinets upon com- 
“ mitfion from fundry Englitli Gentlemen, feveral of whom are now in 
" England. 

“ That your petitioners in fuch tranfactions have ever acted to the 
“ (atisfaclion of their condiments, and with credit to themfclves; hnv- 
“ ing ever dudioudy avoided interfering in any other than their own 
mercaucile affairs ; and they have ever been well-withers to the Ho- 
•• [ O 3 ] “ non cable 
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Cojatnaul having been confined from the 14th March iy6$ to the 
“ 23d May 1768, being two monchi and nine days j and your peti- 
" tinner fohannes Padre Rafael, from the 27th March 1768 to die 
" l.' . ! : Auguft 1768, being five mantles; during which time they were 
“ Created-, worfe than convicted felons; Cogec F.alacI being frit ini- • 
“ prifimed in a horic-dable, and afterwards both kept in dole confinc- 
“ meat mi tier a ftrong guard of the Company's teapoys, with fixed 
“ bayonets, who never flittered your petitioners to ftir out of their 
“ tight. 

“ That being at lad releafed from confinement, your petitioners and 
“ their friends wafted upon your Prcfidcnt, Mr. Harry VereUl, not 
“ only to be acquainted what were the canfes of his difplealure, and 
why they had been confined, 'out requeuing leave to return up the 
“ country to tenure their effects and outffanding concerns, thereby to 
“ prelerve thcmfclvcs and families from ruin ; but, to the misfortune 
of your petitioners, all their applications were paid no regard to, 
nor could they ever obtain any (atisfaclion, or be acquainted why 
they had been thus capricioudy impriibned for fo long a time, and 
then let at liberty, without being accufed of even a fictitious milcle- 

“ That, to the great aftonifliment of your petitioners, upon their ar¬ 
rival in Calcutta, they were informed, that your Governor, Mr. 
Harry Vcrelft, and his Council had been pleated to publilli an edict, 
under date of the 18th May 1768, prohibiting all Armenians, Por¬ 
tuguese and their defeendants, 1 from refilling or trading sit any part 
out of the provinces of Bengal, Baoar end Ortl/a 1 or anen:pn eg to 
tranfport air) merchandize beyond thole provinces, under penalty of we 
utmojl fevere corporal puni/hmcnl, and we confilcauon of fneb rnerwan- 
dize ; an attelled notorial copy ot which moll extraordinary public 
edict * is in the hands of your petitioners, tor the infpechon of this 
Honourable Court. 

“ That your .petitioners were hereby not only deprived, among 
others, of thole.rights w hich were due to them, as men, by the law 
of nations, but were deprived of that freedom of trade which their 
nation had always'enjpyed in the times of the word of the ancient 
Black Nabobs, and in particular were allb deprived of all hopes of 
ever recovering thole effects from which they had been thus forcibly 
and capricioudy taken. 

-.4 Sw'tte&fia, in the Aypecdii:, N»XXIX. Pe t Co. 


That 








.oral (or theic injured Armenian merchants, who then knew 
the (late of the Company and the party-views of it* Direc- 
e nc. il I the court would have fliewn ihme readineis, if not. 
ponejon to redrefs tlieir wrongs. But, to their fliMne be it 
petition is faid to have been thrown afitle, and to have 
uilwcred and difregarded to this day; wliile thel'e foreign 
as is laid, have been left to feck redrels at law, exactly in 
ul htuation already dcitribed ; expofed to the neceflity of 
nmilhons to India for evidence, and of waiting for the 
urival of their eppreflprs from India ; fotne of whom may 
nelelsly attempt to fcrccn thetnfelvcs -by the prafliled and 
lubterfuge, of pretending the matter complained of was 
ay The Nabob., in the extra-judicial diilricts of the 

ier Inflances might be given, to prove the badnels of the 
, police, and adminiilration of juflice in thofe diltaut do¬ 
mic of which, though there looked upon as trifles *, would 
itry be confidered as matters of the. moft ferious conle- 
tuleed to enumerate all the facts of that nature which have 
i the writer’s knowledge, would be to fill a large folio volume. 


ready dclcribed ; expofed 
India for evidence, and 
r eppreflprs from India ; 1 
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It would moreover be a talk Blocking t 
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'she truth of our aflertions upon the lubj 
(hall haften to a coticlufion of it. Sho 
be farther informed, relative to other fa 
refpe&ing our aflertions, we beg leave i 
ter, on Opprelfions and Monopolies in 
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Tr.t it is a qncltion by no means improper to afk, bow it be<vme 1 
ccftitry for the aggrieved people in India to-apply to a leli-cro'-icJ co 
of judges in England, for relief by dcctlions which in t'-cir mmi 

blilbed on the lpot 1'uliy competent lor thole and all Oliver rood p 
poles ; to the jitlHce of which the natives, if they picric, are to be p 
milted to appeal ? The Directors furely have the leal! pit ’core of t 
men to object to the courts of India ; which, if corrupted, it is i! 
duty to get reformed ; but which in fact cannot be corrupted, cue 
h.y or with the connivance of thcmielvcs or their hmecuiale 1 


Ritutes. • 

It is therefore to be feared, upon a due examination into tins mailer, 
'it will be found that the aim of the Direttors, by taking upon tlicm- 
iclvcs the power given by the clnufe under conlideration, could be no 
otlier titan to add to that dangerous defpotilinin India which tb.cv have 
long ago allumcd ; and that, while they have at lealt feemed to dif- 
countenancc lome enormities that have appeared notorioufly unjulli- 
ftable, they have rdblutely been winking very hard at, if not fcrecning 
and encouraging the acts of thole very fervants who have been molt 
lufpected, nay acculed of pcHecutions, opprellions and grofs breaches 

The conditions impoled on the Free Merchant, merely in confidera- 
tion of his licence, and “ the enjoyment of the Company’s pkotec- 
“ tion 'within the limits of their charter ,” are in many points unrea- 
lbnably fevere ; but particularly infliis being made to bind himl'elf to 
continuance for a fpecified term of years at the place appointed for big 
rcfidcnce, however unprontifing of advantage, or even prejudicial it 
may prove to him. There, at all events, according to the covenants, he 
muft remain his time out, unlefs he can obtain a written pei miflion for 
quitting it; although he is made to hind himfelf to leave India, with his 
family, on a year's notice being given him for fo doing, even on no 
better a plea than that his abode there is inconvenient to the Com¬ 
pany. He likewile binds himfelf to deal with no one with whom he is 
forbid to trade; which'is a prohibition, that if made general again!! 
any mail in India, tnoft be the moil barbarous as well as moll effectual 
of all means that could be deviled to ruin him. And it is well know n, 
that innocent and worthy men have been dcllinecl to ruin by thole who 
have governed there. 

But the truth it. With regard to Free Merchants, that, from the con¬ 
ditions impoled on them in England, and the great reltraims that have 
been laid on their dealings, in India, it is become Rich a privilege and 
[ Q_ a ] protection 
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pm'i-fiinn nr, arc worth no wife and good man’s foliating, as from tfc 
prefect nnfonunaLc condition of mofl of thol'c now in India, and parti- . 
cularly in licngal, is evident; anti will become daily more apparent, 
till the happy cllablitlmicnt of more ialutary regulations (hall take place, 
'for the fal'ety of thofc pollclfions, and to the honour and advantage of 



aimer only which the covenants prclcribe, which is by remittances in 
iamonds or diamond boart, or by bills of exchange upon the Com- 
any ; both of which are Ibmctimes impolliblc, tlfc Governor of Cal- 
itta cngro'lmg the diamonds, and even the Directors fometimes having 
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CHAP. XI. 

'On the afflimed Right of the East India COMPANY to seize 
thfir Fellow Subjects in INDIA, and lend them by force Pri- 
loners to ENGLAND; on their abufes of Power in fo doing, and 
on the evil effects thereof. 

T HE abfolute prohibitions of Britifli fubjedts from going to India; 

except with licence of the Eaft India Company, now fubfifting, 
•and even the arbitrary reftrictions and treatment to which thofe are fub- 
jeifted who obtain fuch licence, are no lei's contrary to the fpirit and 
nature of the Englilh conftitution, than they are violations of the’na- 
tural and focial rights of mankind. 

The exclufive right of trade to and from India, if legally to be given 
to any body of merchants, was all that could be granted with any co¬ 
lour of juftice, even on the appearance of its being exercifed to great 
national utility. But that a fovereign of this kingdom can by any char¬ 
ter, however confirmed, transfer a power to one part of his fubjects to 
imprifon, banifti and ruin another at their pleafure, either for conve¬ 
nience or from wanton malice or revenge, muft be as repugnant to the- 
juftice and conftitution as it is contrary to the interefts of this country.. 

For the right information of the public on fuch interefting matters,, 
we will here produce certain cafes thereon, which the Eaft India Direc¬ 
tors have at different times, for their own information, laid before 
learned council; with the opinions that were returned them by the Ho¬ 
nourable William Murray, now Lord Mansfield, the Honourable 
Charles Yorke, late Attorney General, John Browning and Charles Sayer 
Elquires.. 


Case the Firji. 

*jc 5 g«i Cap ’‘‘ ^ e ^ erencc being had to the acts of parliament 
7 aitto - - >1. cited in the margin, The East Indi a Company dc- 
i Ocoige ii. - !+! lire to be advifed,. 

Question. “ Whether they have any, and 
what power, over the fubjects of England in general, 
or over their own fervants in particular, both or either 
of 
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fliould make if appear he has thereby fuftained great damage in his 


Answer by Mr■. Torie. “ I am of opinion, that if a pcrfon has re- 
Tided, .for a confiderable time in the Company’s fettiements, traded* 
epesjlp;**.been converfant with their governors, officers and agents, 
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ON INDIA AFFAIRS. l.p 

oi ;i nerelhtv oil any other pretence whatever. 1 hey arc defponc 

.Sovereigns of the whole country, and in fact Lords paramount over 
•the Eng’lfu law's and courts of juflice. No inhabitant of their IctUc* 
incuts can commit any crime to endanger the iecurity of the Company, 
but \v!iat mult equally endanger the l'atcty of every individual member. 
cf the community, they being inl’cparably connected together. W hat 
rtafbn then can be aliedged for the nccellity of this tyrannic power of 
bonU’wng, or tranl'porting perfons unacaifcd judiaath, uuconfranted, and 
unheard ? unlcfs it be a tacit acknowledgment, that the Company, with¬ 
out it, are incapable of governing the dominions of which, as we nave 
leen, they confefs themfelves Sovereigns? And in Inch cale, what 
.flronger proof could be given of the neeellity of the mod ipeedy and 
effectual interference of the Britifh legidature to dellroy this |omt mo¬ 
nopoly of power, judice and trade, which it can never be wile, late, 
or jud to fu'icr being ingrofled by any fct of men whatever. 

Upon the whole, every man. will acknowledge, that there ought to do 
an efficient civil power in the Britilli fettlemcnts in India, to prevent 
or remove injuries and abides, to prel'erve order and dilciphnc ; to 
puniili every kind of offence, and duly to fupport the authority of go¬ 
vernment : all which, it is humbly conceived, might he eafily and con¬ 
fidently effected, without prejudice to private property, and without 
infringements on public liberty. But arbitrary feizures of men ; fecret 
inquifitorial interrogations, under guards, of either offenders or wit-, 
nelies; lequellered lmpriionments by military force, and fuc!den and 
forcible "tratifportations, or banilhihents of men without trial, or legal 
conviction of any crime, from their families. Rations, fortunes, or pro- 
fpects, and fometimes with the facrifice of all, arc powers too detellable 
in their natures to befuffered any where to exiff, and much Ie(s by any 
authority pretended to be derived from the Britifh government. 

In England, and other parts of the Britifh dominions, while lo great 
a dir has been made about the liberty of the fubjeft and the lecuntv of 
private property, it is amazing that io little attention has been paid to 
die (itnation of Britifh fubjeefs in Bengal, groaning, as they nave been, 
under the intolerable oppreffion of this enormous and unconlbtuiional 
power. In the mean time, it is principally to this exorbitant power, 
the exercife of which has been greatly encouraged by the Directors in 
almoft every genera] letter to Bengal ", that we niufl attribute the im- 

* Io their genera! fetters fioce the year 1764. tue Diicttors hare been ufed verv nnuclinouH'/ to au¬ 
thorize their Co re roar and Council at I e t n pi 

from, or I 'ae and bid lo England an p-i n o p f 1 nib 5 
traven: . :i ol rheir orders. An anthonty that mutt be nisniv aacnerous. became cDcotiracirK: ana 

c-ea'iempling tt) the sbnfi: of it. 
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jnenfe fortunes which have been of hue fo rapidly lipicezed (torn the 
natives m thole parts: and which will continue to bring thofe provinces . 
nearer and nearer to dcftruction, if effectual ineafurcs be not fpcedily 
taken to prevent Inch violences; to enable the injured more eafiiy to 
obtain relief, and to inflict exemplary punilhments on fuch oppreilors. 

!l i.'ns be not (pcechlv done, neither the Company nor the nation can' 
have a ri'vht knowledge of their true intcrells in Indian manors, and 
poflenty will unlly remark ot this period of the eighteenth century, 
that it. was then iuppoied the law of the land, for Britons in India to 
be tmpnhncd , baui/hcd, and tranfparted tj the Euglijb Eafi India Cam- 
vw/v, uvneenfei, and unheard in their defence. 


CHAP. XII. 

Of the REVENUES of BENGAL and its Dependencies; and of 

THE METHODS OF COLLECTING THEM. 

T HE revenues of Bengal and its dependencies arife from the rents 
paid for lands, either according to their meafurement or accord¬ 
ing to the produce of them, at certain eftablifhed rates, which vary in 
. different parts even of the fame province, according to its different de¬ 
grees of fertility. While the empire remained unfliaken, the general 
eftablifhed rate of eftimation at Deftly, for cultivated ground ift Bengal, 
tyas three ficca rupees, orfeven (hillings and fix pence perbcga.ot' 16,003 
fquare feet, one with another, or about twenty (hillings per acre. But 
this was not the rate of collecting the rents in thofe provinces, where 
few lands paid according to meafurement at fo much per bega ; but ge¬ 
nerally a proportion of the crop eftimated on the ground, and valued at 
..the then market price of fuch produce. Thus ground producing rice, 
peatc, wheat, barley and other grain generally pays one half of the 
crop, in which mode feme products make the bega very valuable, as the 
lands in Bengal, from the extraordinary fertility of die foil, in molt 
places produce two, and in fome even three crops of grain in the year. 
Ophiuin and fugar-cane, which yield only one crop in the year, and 
are only produced in particular diflrifts, yield to the land-holder at the 
rate of from feven to as high as fifteen rupees per bega: hut the mol 
valuable product of all is the (lirub which bears the leaf called by die 
natives Pain, and by the Englifh Beetle-leaf; which, uotivithftanding 
the vegetative advantages of the foil and climate, requires fome-vdeety 









REVENUES arifing from the different Districts which are made to compofe the Country called 
Bengal, as fixed with the different Zemindars, Talookdars, and Etmaumdacs for the Bengal year “ 
ii-2, or Chriftian year 1765, viz. 

Grofs Revenues - - Sicca Rupees - 15,623,455 o o 

Deduft charges of collection - 1,029,929 7 o 

* Sicca Rupees - 14,593,525 9 o 

Sundry duties and fines Net Sicca Rupees 19,133 7 o 

Duties of Chunacolly - 173,610 5 o 

Buxbunder - 125,000 o o 

Mint at JVlurfhedabad - 3°>°°5 8 o 

■-- 454.814 4 0 

-15,048,339 *3 0 

Revenues arifing from the different Diftrits which are made to compole the 
Country called Bahar, as fixed with the different Landholders for the year 
1766, viz. 

Grofs Revenues, - Sicca Rupees - 7,499,398 80 ' 

NuzzerAnah or acknowledgment paid by the 

Dutch at Patna - 15,000 o a 

-7,514,398 8 a 


Deductions. 

Amount of Jagueers, to be paid annually to dif¬ 
ferent pcrlons, as having Royal S'unnuds fpr 
the fame, - - ' - - - 903,492 (3 a 


CONSIDERATIONS’' 
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.4 v.Joggut Seat, the head of a Gentoo family of the Weaver tribe or 
, Sn the time of the Nabob Jaffier Khawn, availed himielf of this circum- 
■ ftance, which the fucceeding times of confufion in the empire enabled 
him to improve, to the introduction of new cuftoms at the Durbai, in 
the .department of the revenues, and to the raifing and enriching cf. 
himielf and his family. From a very inconfiderable origin, he became 
the^ofl eminent banker in Hindoftan ; having bis Shops and Gomalhihs 
eftab'lifbed for the purpoles of drawing and remitting in all the principal 
trailing towns of the empire. This bufinefs in India, in times of public 
fecuvity, which are not likely foon to return, was advantageous beyond 
any thing that is known in Europe, as well from the per ccutaze allowed 
upon the bills called Himdyveaan, as on the Beittn, or exchange of ru¬ 


pees. By his Gomallahs he was regularly and well informed ot all mo- 
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When the term of the monthly payments agreed on becomes due, if the 
Zemindar lias not his money ready in time, as is fcldom the cafe, it has 
been oullomary for the officers of the colleffions, in all parts of the pro¬ 
vinces under the Nttbub, to charge him with three and one < 
per mtajem mured upon the film, for the time of his default in payment; 

. exclufive of which, a deduction is likewife made from the linn paid in, of 
from-(three xo eight per cent, under the denomination of fkromre noon titc 
l ' •» This Cutchi! Amddny, which literally means the graft 

impart, is the payment made by the Zemindir, confiding of the many 
various forts of rupees as they come up from the Pcrgiinnahs, before 
, tnc ShroJs have purified them by their batta, to reduce them to the net 
’'■film of flandard (icons, for which the Zemindar will have credit in the 
books of the Nabobs Cutcherry. Bcfides thefe allowances in the Bahar 
province, ivhcn the Zemindar lias not been able to pay up in time bis * 
dated payment, the Englifli Governor’s Dewin has been known, in 
imitation oi the old Jtiggut Seat, to take upon himfelfthe amount of the 
payment due from the Zemindar, giving a receipt to the Nn’sob, called 
a Pear, (or the amount, as paid into the Englifli treal'ury there ; and 
on this account the Englifh Deivan receives from the Zemindar an al¬ 
lowance, called Paat-.uaan , often per cent, upon the fum, for the ufe of 
his credit. In the mean time, if the Dew-in is called upon for the 
money, his influence enables him calily to rails it among the Shroffs, to 
amwer any preifmg demand of the Company. Exclufive of this, it has 
been alio cultomary in the lame province to deduct five per cent, from 
the Zemindar’s payments, under the*head of RnjJttm, Dufiore, or cuftorn, 
as a perquifite for the under Sircars. 

In cafes of ravage, from the incurfions of an enemy, desaltations from 
’ c floods occafioned by the periodical rains, fcarcity ii 


v other public calamity, a pro- 
11 the ifipulatcd rents: and this alfo 


aorduiarv drought of the lealbr 
portionate deduction is made I 
atiurds a fpacious field for the e 
and intrigue, from the Nabob down to the Kvot. 

People are alio frequently lent by the Englifh, or GavcrnmcM-mulfcd- 
dies into the Pergunnahs, under ieveral different denominations ; Inch 
as Aumeens, Annuls, &c. to examine accounts, mealiu-c land, value the 
crop, or to haflren and forward the collections-, v.-iio always receive 
very confiderable allowances from the Zemindars, the amount of which 
Li again levied upon-the Ryots, or poor tenants m the diflricis thev are 
lent to, befides large films which they molt commonly receive for con¬ 
cealing their difeoveries. • Here it mufl be remarked, that the above- 
mentioned allowance* charged upon the monthly payments made by 
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never will be effectually prevented, till capital punifhmefltg are In¬ 
flicted upon embezzlers, whomfoever they may be. The blacks, by 
proper punifhmcnts being inflicted on two or three perfons legally con¬ 
victed of inch embezzlements, would loon be awed into an honeft 
practice : for the prefent diflioneffy of the timid natives in thole matters 
is perhaps more owing to the frequency of examples in their fupertOFS, 
and to .the total impunit y of fuch crimes in Bengal, than to the villany.of 
even thofe natives.who have been mod corrupted in European .settle¬ 
ments. Sue!) puniflunents however as would prevent it, atleaft tnfome 
degree, the" Company are not, and perhaps cannot be legally impowered 
to iufiift. ■ ■ 

The Company have of late Adopted a plan which the writer recom¬ 
mended to them, among other improvements in the year 1767, of fta- 
tioning their covenanted lervants to the fuperintendency of the collec¬ 
tions at. every principal Zemin clary, and appointing a board of revenue 
at Murfhedaba,d. Although the original lprings of the former flourHli- 
ing revenues in Bengal have been, of late years, fo choaked up or de- 
frroyed as not eafily to be reftored ; neverthelefs by. this new regulation,, 
which, it is ftrange was lo lpng negledcd, the Company will doubdefs 
make a very confiderable faving in the revenues, fofar as reipects the 
prevention of frauds and alienations ; though muck will be ftill want¬ 
ing for putting the bufmefs of the collections upon a proper looting, 
•and particularly for preventing the young Englilh collector from alfo 
becoming the only merchant and fupreme judge in the diftritT under 
his fuperintendency, which the influence he acquires from fuch a llation 
puts fo eafily in his power. It was a miftaken notion among the Directors, 
that the influence of a young fervant, ftationed in the interior country, 
would be inconfiderable, and therefore lefs pernicious than that of a 
Counsellor : for wherever a European is eftabHfhed in a public charac¬ 
ter, by tne authority of the Company, whether a Writer or a Counfellor, 
he is equally tilled by tne natives the Burra Sahib, the Great Lord, or 
Governor, zina uic fupenor dalles among them, even the country 
Haiuhs and Zermnuars, have as. yet but a ftrange conception of the 
r-ughfli government; for there have been inflances of a Kaj all’s offer- 
i«! one of Lis daughters for the feraglio of an Englilli collector, upon 
the acijiiftmcnt of Ins Bundubuft. Nothing at the lame time can ihew 
in a !uongcr light the great influence of the Englilli, and the abjecl 
natc of dependence to which the natives are at prefent reduced, than 
an mltance of tins nature, io directly contrary to every tie chat is held 
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TIi# oppreflions and monopolies in trmle which .have been intro- 
due:.! of laic years, but particularly within, the lad feven (as treated of 
in cur Xlllth and XIVth chapters) havebeen the principal caulcs of fuch 

decreafe in the real revenues of Bengal, as very IhortJy will be molt 
lcverely felt by the Company. For the Ryots, who are generally botli. 
land-ltolders and manufacturers, by the oppreflions of gouialtahs in luvr- 
railing tlt,em for goods (as iultanccd in ourXIVth chapter.) arc,frequently 
rendered incapable of improving their lands, and even of paying their 
rents ; for which, on the other hand, they are again chadded by the 
officers of the revenue, and not unfrequcntly have by thofc harpies been 
necellitated to fell titeir children in order to pay their rents, or othenvife 
obliged to fly the country *. . 

Another obdacle to the improvement of the revenues in Bengal is the 
want, to both great and little land-holders, of a fecure, and permanent 
polTeinonof the lands; while the chawbuck and the caprice of a Governor 
are, in faff, ahnoft the only laws for the decilion of right. Thus fitu- 
ated, the renter, fo far front venturing any part of his own real pro¬ 
perty in improving of farms which he is liable to be difpod'edcd of at 
any time for the bencfic of others, does, on the contrary, entirely em¬ 
ploy himlclf in making the mod: of all temporary advantages while he 
holds the lauds, and cares not in what iituation he leaves them to a 
i'ucceflor. 

Intermediate renters, or dealers, are every where, and in all things, 
thole who make the greateft profits: and the permitting of fo many 
ranks of fuperintendents and re titers feems to have been a material 
error in the Hindodin policy ; becaufe, for the welfare of a date, the 
growers and confumers of provifions cannot podibly approach too near 
together. 

* Bengal affutda a fatal ettample-of the confequences of a country’s being once depopulated from 
Company’s poCMiam, (ram the itland of Sundocp to-thc illand Sagor, which was abandoned by the in- 

have teen repeated in a lefs degree in later times) remains to this day a defa t, overgrown witli wood, 
has become very unhealthy, and is now known only to its prefeut inhabitants, the tigers and other 
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CONSIDERATIONS; ' 

It remains to be feen, from tire experience of future years, svbat fa- 
iiiorv regulations the wifdom of Courts of Directors w ill enforce for the • 
management of tins branch, and the general improvement of the BcAgal' 
dominions: a concern of the utmoft importance to the notion ; and which, 

•i properly attended to, we will venture to allert, the revenues of Bengal, 
os found by Lord Clive and Mr. Sykes in the year 1765, amounting, as 
bv ftatcmcilt before given, to 7,670,6761. might eafily, and without 
opprcflion to the mnabitants, have been improved by this time to j*t,r mil- 
/iii u i On-ha*; while, by an improper management, they have yearly 
fallen lhort of that very flatcment, and will moff probably daily con¬ 
tinue to grow worfc, till an cfrccvual lvilcm of reformation be eltab- 
hihed. 


CHAP. XIII. 

On the late MONOPOLY of SALT, BEETLE-NU'T and 
TOBACCO. ■ 

W E come now to confider a monopoly the mofl cruel in its nature, 
and ii)oil dcfh'uchve, in its confequcnces, to the' Company's 
. ‘afi airs in Bengal, of ail tnat have of late been eftablifhed there. 
Perhaps it (lands unparalleled in the hiftorv of any government that 
ever cxiflecl on earth, conJidered as a public acl; anti we fliall be not 
!e-s. nhomflied when we confider the men who promoted it. and the 
re»Tons given bv tnem ior-tne cftoblifliment of inch cxcluljvc dealings 
muhunn mi h con'.dcii mrci'm .1 


'Vhc-11 toe fmiht Honourable Robert Lord Clive prcpoicd returning 
,0 Bengal, an Governor oi the Lah India Company's lectlements,' he 
>.v,ote a letter to the tmtrrc ot Directors, comainms Inch fentiments 



-mil b" opil ( 1 ‘ 1 - t w t’l encu iclm rnt« 111 e i on tl e 

‘ lab l / 1 t ' ' , bv me Governor and Council, and the 


“ ,cil 01 the icrvams in Bengal-trading m the articles of-fait, beetle-nut 
ant! tobacco, wincn laid greatly contributed-to haflcn and bring on 
“met iblc ,il i, , hCob m Ally Xhawn. 1 1 , die 01c, s 
“ the tiaclmg m fab, beetle-nut and tobacco had been one caufe of the 
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Uifmucs which then hail iiiblifted, his Lordlhip hoped thole articles 
“ would he rcltored to the Nabob, and the Company’s lervants abln- 
“ lntelv lorbtd to trade in them. Tins would be linking at the root ot 
“ tlit- evil, tend, to 'reftore that ceconomy which was lb neccflary in 
“ the lervice of the Company, and ferve to prevent the hidden acqui- • 
“ lition of fortunes that had of late taken place, and which, if not 
“ pet a (lop to, the Company’s affairs mull greatly fuller. And his 
“ Lordlhip prnmiled, as a means'to alleviate in fomc mcafurc the dif- 
“ fansfaclion that I'uch reflriflions upon the commercial advantages of 
“ the Company’s lervants might occafion in them, that-be would ;m 
l wpitv in any kin.l of trade him/'elf, but leave all commercial ad', an- 
“ tages (the Governor’s portion of which ufed to be always very cou- 
“ fulcrable) to the lervants, to be divided amongfi tiiemlclves.” 

His Lordlhip’s reprefentations to the Directors, and his management- 
among the proprietors produced the defiled effect. He was nominated 
to the government of Bengal ; and a Select Committee, confiding o I his 
Lordlhip, Mr. William Brightwcll Sumner, Brigadier Genera! C.-niac, 
alfo Meilieurs Harry Verellt and Francis Sykes, was appoime ’ with 
full powcrs.ro purine whatever means they llioukl judge molt proper, 
.to attain the delirable ends of rcltpring and ellablilhing peace and 
tranquillity in Bengal. And the orders which the Court of Directors 
were pleated to give upon the lubject of this trade, in the letter to their 
Preudcncy at Bengal, which appointed the faid Committee, dated the • 
ill June 1764, were the following. 

■ " You arc'hereby ordered and directed, as foon after the receipt of 
“ this ns may he convenient, to coufull the Nabob, as to the manner of 
“ carrying on the inland trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, and the 
other articles produced and corifunied in the country, which may be 
“ moll to his fatisfaftion and advantage, tile intercll of the Company, 
'“ and likcwifc of the Company’s fcrvsuits. 

You arc, therefore, to form a proper and equitable plan for carrying 
on the faid trade, and tranlinit. the fameto us, accompanied by fuch ex- 
“ planations, oUlervations and remarks'as may enable us to give our 
“ femiments and directions thereupon in a full and explicit manner. 

“ In doing this, as before obferved, you are to iiave a particular re- 
“ to tit; inter eft and entire Jittisfafeion of the Nabob, both with rc- 

‘ fpcct to bit revenues and a proper fupport of his ; in 

ihort, this plan mull he lettlcd with />.j 1 ki.i ’ , ' - , id 

■' in fuch a manner .as not to afford any jull grounds of complaint.” 


The 









CONSIDERATIONS 
I ne prcat advantage to be made in Bengal from a monopoly pf thefe 
•three articles of (air, -bcellc-mit and tobacco, was among the firft which 
tin: manoeuvre of the Dc-mmnce, taken notice of in our IVtb and Vlth 
i i i l , pt hnted to Ins Lorddnp and his aflociate-reformers* and 
wiuen tliev did not fail to avail tlicmfclvcs of. The Committee,' there¬ 
fore, loon loft light of the orders and intentions of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors. and, m contradiction to lus Lordlhip’s moft folenm declarations, 
an umverial public monopoly of thofe three articles was determined 
on : the profits of which were to he divided among themfelves, .and fuc-h 
others of the Company’s fervants as they thought proper. All the fer- 
vants, clown to a certain rank, were put upon .the lift without alking 
their concurrence, or acquainting them with the particulars of the plan. 
This, confidering the monopoly even as a juft eftabliftiment, was a 
manifeft injury to ievcral of the junior fervants, who, front their otvn 
knowledge and induftry, gained, in a fair, way of trade, confiderably 
more, than the {hare allotted them by this fyftem produced. Many 
tvholly difapproved tlte plan, as far as they were acquainted with it ; 
but it would have been dangerous to have publicly exprelfed their fenti- 
ments. They were made to fign a long indenture, authorizing the 
Committee of Trade to conduct the bufinefs, though they did not know 
the particulars of the plan. The perfon who had fliewn any backtvard- 
nefs, would not only have been deprived of his private trade, but pro¬ 
bably too have been difmUTccl the fervice. The proceedings on this 
occafion of the Select Committee .will beft (hew tlte mode which was 
adopted to carry this plan into ‘ execution : they' were verbatim as 

“ At a Seleft Committee, held at Fort William, .the loth Auguft 1765. 


“ William Brightwell Sumner, Efq; Prefident, and 
“ Harry Verelft, Efq; 

“ In conformity to the Honourable Company 's orders, contained in 
" their letter of the iftjunc 1764, the Committee now proceed to take 
“ under their confideration the fubjefl of the inland trade in the article 
“ of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, the fame having frequently been dift 
“ courfcd of at former meetings, and Mr. Sumner having lately col- 
“ Idled the opinions of the abfent members at large on every circnm- 
“ fiance, it is now agreed and rcfolved. That the following plan for 
“ conducing this trade fhall be carried into execution, the Committee 
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<! fettle the contrasts; and further, that for their afliltancc in the work 
“ a perfou (hall be appointed in the quality of their fecrctary and ac- 

“ The foregoing refolutions the StlecT Committee judge will be found 
“ a fufficient ground-work for commencing tliis trade, to be improved 
hereafter as circumftanccs may occur and direft ; and it is therefore 
“ 'ag reed, that they be delivered over to the committee of trade as I'oon 
“ as they arc appointed, with indruffions to proceed in railing the 
monev and making the contrails. 

“ The points contained in the loth, 11th, and I2th regulations, as 
“ their not being adjufted need be no impediment to the prolecntion. 
“ of the bulinefs, fo tne committee eftcem them of fo much importance, 
“ that the lettlement of them fliould be delayed until the abfent mem- 
“ bers return to Calcutta, and they can be deliberated on at a full 
“ committee. Agreed, therefore, that die committee of trade be alfo 
“ advlied of tliis rcfolution, and that they (hall be hereafter informed 
“ of the didribution which may be fettled, with any other regulations 
“ which may occur relative thereto for their government. 

“ Mr. Sumner acquaints the Committee, that being appriled of the 
“ intention .contained in the 3d and 9th regulations, he ddired Mr. 
“ Sykes, when he lately went up to Murihcdabad, to apply to the Na- 
“ bob for the ncccflary perwanahs for authorifing and facilitating this 
“ trade, and that he has accordingly received from that gentleman 
“ perwanahs for this purpofe, being one hundred and fix in number*, 
“ the fame lie now prefents to the’ Committee, together with feveral 
papers of information which he has collefted, regarding the produce 
“ of the different diftricls, and the conditions that lalt'can be contrafled 
“ for. 

“ Ordered, That they be delivered over to the committee of trade, 
“ for their guidance. 

“ Taking now into confideration the appointment of this committee 
“ of trade, the Seleft Committee are of opinion, that it fliould be com- 
“ poled of twojnembers of their body and two gentlemen cf the Council. 

“ Agreed the.'efo r a> the 1 !, we recommend to the Council to appoint 
“ two of their members to be joined with two of the Committee, to 
“ conflitutc this board and receive charge of the plan ; and at the lame 
“ time to appoint a proper perfbn to the office of fecrctary and ac- 
“ comptant.” 

• So esfy is our Nabob oft fuch.occafiotn, tliat we here fee 106 grants or orders nRtincJ on a 
fimple application from l*e of li)e gemUmeaof the committee, before rbc regulations were acljulted. 

[ Y ] Tims 










“ merchants as the Company have 
e< vice, who, as well as the factoi 


“ ft rained from riling as covenant 
to their full fharc of the advanta 

■■[ Y 











ON INDIA AFFAIRS. i 73 

“ Refolved, That no perl'on (hall Glare in a double, capacity, and 
. “ receive a benefit at the fame time from his rank in the fervice, and 
“ aifo from fuch employment as he may happen to enjoy. 

“ Ordered, That a copy of thefe proceedings be prepared and laid 
“ before the Council, that they may tranfmit the fame, with their di- 
“ (-ections, to the committee of trade.” ^ 

The reader will doubtlefs remark, that among the plnufible rcafons 
alledged for the ehablifliment of this monopoly, it was laid to be in¬ 
tended hs a means to prevent the oppreifion of the inhabitants of the 
country to remove the general odium which had prevailed of the Eng- 
lifn leaking to deprive them of every part of their trade, and to render 
all po'lible fatisfaclion to the Court of Directors. 

Extraordinary as were thole effects pretended to be expetterf from fuch 
extraordinary meafures, we (liall not be Id's altonilhcd at the private' 
realbus wl-.ich were alligncd for this eftablilhmcnt by Lord Clive, in his 
leparate letter upon the fubjecl to the Court of Directors. They are 
as follow. 

Par. 16. “ The neceflity of rewarding the fuperior lervants, both 
“ civil and military, is obvious, linc.e the large inveflment required by 
“ the Company makes it impoffible for individuals who periorm their 
“ duty to acquire any thing conlidcrable by private trade. The means 
“ of regulating this reward have frequently employed my attention, 
“ and alter the moll mature deliberation I have found none fo cou- 
“ venient, proper, or equitable’as .the trade in lak. If you grant a 
“■ commillion upon the revenues the fum will not only be large but 
“ known to the world. The allowance being publicly afccrtainetl, 
“ every man’s proportion will at all times be the occafion of much clil- 
“ coiirfc, envy and jeaioufy. The Great will interfere in your appoint- 
“ ments, and noblemen will perpetually folicit you to provide for the 
“ younger branches of their families. A commillion upon your in- 
“ veflment, whether upon the provilion in Bengal, or the files in Eu- 
“ rope, is liable to the fame objections. But if you allow your fervants 
“ the liberty of benefiting themfclvcs by the trade in fait, the following, 
“ conveniencies will’ rel'uif.' 

Par. 17. 1”“. “An advance of four hundred thoufand or. five him-- 
“ dred thoufand pounds is required for carrying on the trade. If it 
“ be carried on by your fervants, the advance and the .rifle will be 
“ theirs: if it be carried on by you, the money mull be advanced out 
“ of the treafjity, at your rill., and you will conlequently have the. 
“ lefs ffecie to fend home.' 

a .’’ Par. 
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" Trusty AND WELL beloved, Anundclal, wc greet you well- 
“ Wlurcas it has been refolved, that whatever fait lhall be procurable 
“ in the fait works of the Subahfhip of Bengal, &n. the trade thereof 
“ (hall be referred to the Englifli Sircar*, and (hall not be meddled 
“ with by others; to which pupole a l’crwanah from his Excellency, the- 
“ v Nabiib, has hilled. 

Therefore tltis order is written, that the moment it reaches your 
“ hands you are to lend a Vakeel and a trully Gomallah, that he may 
“ come here and receive tie Nabob's Pcrwanah, and act in obedience 
“ to the fame, and lirttle the trade of your fait w ith the governor and 
“ the gentlemen.” 

Translation of one of the Mutchulcahs, or obligatory bonds, 
taken from the Zemindars. 

“ I Jadooram, Chowdry of the Pergt’mnah of Deroochimna, in the 
diftricl of Ingellee, agreeably to art order which has ilftied from the 
Nabob to this purpofe, “ That Ilhould attend upon the Gentlemen of 
the Committee and Council, in order to fettle my trade in fait, and 
that 1 fhould not deal with any other perlon do accordingly oblige 
tnylcif, and give this writing, that, excepting the laid gentlemen 
called The Englilb Society of Merchants for buying ami filling all the 
fait, beetle-nut and tobaa-j in the provinces' of Bengal, Bakar -and 
Orif;, &c. I will on no account trade with any ether perfon for ' 
the lalt to be made in the year 1173 (Bengal (file); and without their 
order I will not otherwife make asVay w ith, or dilpofe of a (ingle grain 
of lah ; but whatever fait (hall he made within the dependencies of 
myZemindary, I will faithfully deliver it air, w ithout delay, to the laid 
lbciety, and I wiU receive the money according to the agreement 
which I (hall make in writing; and I will deliver the whole and entire 
c]uautity of the fait produced, and, without the leave of the laid Com¬ 
mittee, I will not carry to any other place, nor fcli to any other per¬ 
fon a (ingle meaAire of fait. If inch a thing fhould he pros ed againll 
me, I will pay forhe Sircar of tl 1 c t aj >7 J 

for every mannd. In Witness whereof I have written this, by way 
of obligation. Dated the September 1765.” 

Orders of this kind were ifined to all the Rajahs and Zemindars of 
he IVrgiinnahs where fait was to he had ; by virtue of which the pro- 
luce of the wboje country was cngroU’ed by the Committee, who paid 
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European agents to refide in the inland parts of the country, neverthe- 
Iefs, upon the prel'ent occafion, thofe pretended inconvcniencies were 
overlooked ; and, in confequence of an application from the Committee 
of Trade to the Seleft Committee, feveral gentlemen were appointed 
and Rationed at the following different places, as agents lor the (ales of" 
the Committee’s fait, beetle-nut and tobacco ; viz. 

Meillcurs Charles Bloomer, at Dinagcpore, 

Pitt Lethieulier, - - Durbunga, 

\ Hugh Baillie, ----- Cr.alparah, 

Thomas Lewis, - - Rungpore, 

William Benfley, - Carangolah, 

John Robin foil, - - - - Nabobgunge, 

James Hargrave, - - - - Chilmary, 

John Cor far, ----- Silhettand Patna, 

William Semple, - - - - Knjabarry, 

Abraham Leflie, - - - ' - beftdes others, 

who were fent to Backcrgungc and Nabobgunge to build boats. 

; gentlemen concerned in the private fociery did not fail to 
il themlelves of the Cervices of thefe agents of the public monopoly, 

: difpofal of their private fait. ' In conleqnmce of an application 
at purpofe from the partners in the Committee of Trade below, 

1 partners in the Selecf Committee above, licence was eafily 
btained, as may be feen by the following fltort proceedings upon the- 


' “ At a Select Committee, held the 91b January 1766; . 

“ Prefent, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Proficient; 

“ W'illiam Brightwcll Sumner, Efq; and 
“ Brigadier General Carnac. 

“ Received a letter from the Committee of Trade, requeuing leave 
“ for their agents to difpofe of the balances of fait belonging to private 
“ merchants, now on hand, which they imagine will conduce to the 
“ intercfl of the fojle^y. 

“ Agreed, we acquaint the Committee of Trade, that we grant their 
“ requell, in confederation they think it -ajill be a public beat fit." 

The eftimace of the profits arifing upon the firfl year’s trade of this 
public monopoly, which among other India papers was laid before the 
Honourable Houfe of Commons, in the year 176s, w as greatly under- 
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difficulties of refunding, and of being tliemfelves ib deeply involved in 

As the reafons which were given for this continuation of the mono¬ 
poly are'no lei’s curious than thole which were given for its original 
citabliflunent, and will belt l'peak for tliemfelves to the intelligent rea¬ 
der, we (ball give them at large from the original proceedings. 

;> At a Seleft Committee, held the 3d September 1766. 

Prefcnt, The Right Honourable Lord Clive, Prefident; 

“ Brigadier General Carnac, and 
“ Harry Verelft, Etquire. 

After mentioning, that the Court of Directors had recommended' 
to his Lorcllliip, to confldcr cf a plan for fettling the fait trade, his 
Lordtliip proceeds in his minute as follows. “ By all their letters 
“ of ialt year, and by feveral of this, the Directors Hill feemccl inclined 
“ to wait for our reprefentation, but by their letter of the 19th Fe- 
“ bruary lall, by the Lord Camden, they poiitively forbid their fervants 
“ to have any concern whatfoever in this trade. At that time indeed 
“•they could not have had the lead idea of the favourable change m tne 
“ affairs of thefe provinces , -.tsherch fix nttarcjl of the Nabob -anrh regard 
“ to fait is no longer iminadiateh concerned. V\ hen wc hrft took this 
“ important matter into conlideration, I joined in opinion with the reft 
“ ot the Committee, that if the trmjc could be pm upon fitch a footing, 
that rue Nabob fhould receive more than had been received he a:, : of ms 

“ chafers upon terms full as rcnfouablc as in former nines; tne fervants 

“ odious form of a monopoly. Thefe points having been fettled, I con- 
“ fented to the plan laid down laft year ; mv ablence from tne Preli- 
“ deucy, the multiplicity ot udatrs then in agitation, wherein the peace 
“ and tranquillity of the provinces, the intereft of the Company, and 
“ the honour ol the nation were more immediately concerned, pre-- 
“ vcnMd my paying that attention 1 could have u idled to that mipor- 
“ tadrobjech nil though by the ac t uifitii>n of the Dc-caunec, tne -chafe 
“ of the duties belong to tne C 0nip.in /, and by the diligence mid zeal of 
“ the Members of the Committee ot Trade, many mein! reformation*. 
“ bad taken place, yet from my oblcrvatitpis, wiien [ was laft up the 
“ country, and front the he.i.y c , m 1 in,- ] < , 
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Tiiis latl kind of workmen were purfued with Inch rigour dining Lord 
' Clive's late government in Bengal, from a zeal for increafmg the Com¬ 
pany's inVellment of raw filk, that the moll faered laws of l'ocicty were 
atrocioufly violated ; for it was a common thing for the Company’s tea¬ 
poys to he lent by force, of arms to break open the houles of the Arme¬ 
nian merchants eftablilhed at Sydabad (who have, from time imme¬ 
morial, bten largely concerned in the lilk trade) and forcibly take 
the Nagaath from their work, and carry them away to the Englilh 

In this Halation of the trade in Bengal, cxchilivc of Inch articles as 
are necellarily provided for the Englilh Company’s invellmenc, which, 
. as before ohlcrved, is tile work of all monopolies; exclulive of what 
the Foreign Companies are permitted to provide, in order to prevent 
clamours in Europe (for which goods however Inch Foreigners are 
obliged to pay prices much litperior to thole given by the Englilh Go- 
mallahs) and exclulive alfo of the little which the honeft private mer¬ 
chant may he able to provide pa ct! y, the whole inland trade, in almofl; 
every thing elfe that the country produces, and even the trade in i'ome 
principal articles of foreign import, has been carried on as monopolies, 
by a few of th<* fuperior lcrvants of the Englilh Company, with their 
Banyans and favourites: and not only every public nteafure of late 
years adopted by the government at Calcutta, has been calculated to 
favour the eftabliftunent of fuclv monopolies, but even the contradictory 
and injudicious orders of the Court of .Directors, on fome occalions, from 
a want of* local knowledge, and on others from connivance at the pro¬ 
ceedings of their fervants abroad, or from the (late of parties in Leadeti- 
hall-llreet, have promoted l’uch lhameful mealures. 

Among the monopolies thus eftablilhed, two were of fuch a nature, 
that they could not have been invented more deftruclive to the country 
than they really proved. One was that of fait, beetle-nut and tobacco, 
of which we have particularly treated in our preceding chapter : the 
other was of the cotton imported by fea from Surat, which tended 
dirctlly to the ruination of the callico manufactories, and in the man¬ 
ner in which it was partly carried on, to the deftruction likewile of the 
revenues. This was a combination among moll of the Gentlemen of 

# A remarkable inflance of this want of local knowledge was given before the Koroma Ye Hoitfa 
of Commons, on the 9th anJ loth of .April 17 0 7, by two'Directors ot the Company,’then momnm d 
at the bar: one of whom declared lie had been ten years and the other twenty in die Jhiienion. 
They had both retpe&ively held the Chair of the Company, and yet Y . 1 ; ol they did not know the 
Dates had any fetricroent in Bengalnottvithftandiiig their town and f.ktu.y ot Seitunpnre i, only 
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orders refpecTmg the trade in fait: which trade, at any rate, has in 
general been looked upon, by mifinformed Ealt India (lock-holders, 

' as dellruCtive and criminal, though the fact is, that the abufc of 
it only has been fuch; for the fair and open practice of it by all men, 
ever did, and ever muff contribute to the welfare of the country. Thus, 
in' their letters to Bengal, dated the 8th February 1764, and tire frjth 
February.1766, the Court of Directors abfolutely prohibited the trade 
in fait to all Europeans whomfoever, refiding under their protection, 
though they fliould trade therein with paying the very mmolt duties, 
and entirely upon a footing with the natives. They like wile, at the 
lame time prohibited “ trade in all other articles that are not for export 


The didricls belonging to Bengal which produce fait, are only fuch 
places as arc wallied by the influx of the tide from the fea, for about 
lixty miles up the rivers from the bottom of the bay ; where it is made 


by boiling an artificial brine filtrated through prepared earth, by a pro- 
cefs very different from what is practiled in Europe, or in the other 
parts of India. The reader may fee iii the map, that the lands fo 


wafhed, are thofe to the fouth of Calcutta, and acrofs the bay, front 
Chittigong to Ballafore, all which, including the provinces of Midni- 
pore and Bnrdwin, excepting Jeflbre, Roymungul and a few other 
Pergiinnahs dependent on Hoogly, are the lands of the Company’s for¬ 
mer grants from the Nabobs of Bengal, poflefled before the fetting up. 
of the farce of the Dewnnnee. Many of thole lands produce nothing 
but fait, from which the whole off their revenue ariies: but from the 
fituation of the private trade of the country, as already (hewn, as well 
as, in particular, from the fluftuating tenor of orders ifliied at Cal¬ 
cutta* relative to this trade, none of the natives would, at that tithe, 
or even fince, venture to make fait, tinlefs privately concerned with, 
or protected by fome gentleman of power and influence in the lervice 
of the Company. 

In this fituation of the country, or indeed in any other, the wiled 
meafure the Company could purfue, would have been to encourage. 
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C .11 A P. XV. 

Ox the X.vrt'RF. nmt Defects of the CONSTITUTION of 
the ENGLISH EAST INDIA COMPANY. 

O F all political tyrannies, the Ariftocratic is worU,. having ever 
been lountl, from experience, the molt partial and opprellive. 
And of all Ariflocracies, perhaps a trading one is lead endurable, 
from being molt likely to abide power; as was frequently verified in 
ancient times, and in later ages lias been practically exemplified in 
Venice and Genoa. 

The Dutch Ealt India Company is Ariftocratic in its executive; but . 
then it is the fubjciit of a Democratic Trading-Hate, which has efcah- 
lillird fuch effectual checks oil all entrufted operative powers in India, 
as lerve fully to prevent both executive opprcliion, and the rapine of 
individuals. ^ 

The Englilli Ealt Lidia Company was originally intended to-be a 
me re I v trading community, being firlt inftituted by Queen Elizabeth’s 
charter of the 30th December 1600, exprelly “ for the honour of the 
“ nation, the increale of navigation, and the advancement of trade and 
“ merchandize within the Britilh dominions ; for the increafe of the 
“ Riches of the People dud the Benefit of the Commonwealth.” And in¬ 
deed this Company, .by ifs.conltitution, is as unfit to excrcife Sovereign 
nul'lioricy, as by the conllitution of the kingdom it mult be unqualified 
either to acquire or poflels it. 

The Company are inftitutionally a Democratic body, the fupreme 
power, even over the management of their commercial concerns, being 
placed, at large, in the hands of all proprietors who have five hundred 
pounds (lock : and fo entirely popular is the government of this com¬ 
mercial community, that any nine proprietors who are qualified for 
voting at their meetings, or general courts, can at any fime require 
and procure the aflembling of the whole body, for fpecified bufinels ; 
where a majority of the members arc entitled to demand whatever in¬ 
formations or infpections they pleafe ; to regulate dividends, to eftab- 
lilli bye-laws and refolutions, and to order their being carried into 
execution by their fubftitutes, the Twenty-four Direftors, who arc annu¬ 
ally chofifn ; provided fuch regulations he conformable to the Cumpanfs 
charter , and not repugnant to the laws of the kingdom. 

'• [ D d ] Such 
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protcdion from the juflice of their own country, have thereby srifb been 
cifcdunlly deprived of their indifputable right of appeal to the laws of 
this kingdom, againll: the ruling fervants of the Company or thofe de¬ 
li lias been dearly made evident, that for the laft fix years paft very 
opprdfive monopolies have been cftnblifhed by the chief fervants of the 
Company in Bengal and its dependencies ; lo that not only the whole of 
the inland trade, which was ever free by the confiitmion of thofe coun¬ 
tries to all who would pay the eftablifhed duties, but even the very coaft- 
tng trade, in many particulars, have alike been made jobs, and partially 
ensirolled, to the obftrucTion and Injury of the many, for the enormous 


advantage of the few; that the monopoly of the inland trade, a e now, 
exerciied on account of the Company irlelf, is become the moft grievous 
and opprelfivc of all others, as it is under the landion of their pur- 
chalcs, that all oppreflions In this department are effefted ; that fitch 

Initiations arc rendered the more infupportabic, as the very public re- 
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impended upon the country powers of 
mud now that theEngldh are become Skwereigiw, 

.1 countries, wncre perhaps it would not only be 
>pcn to all Bntiih lubjccts, but likcwiJe politic, 

>can nations to frequent thole Indian ports. But 
enmnents ot individuals on this point, with re- 
eflion, it will he generally granted, that a com- 
i delpotic Sovereign who is the only merchant, as 
condition of Bengal, muft be in a ikuation the 
.hat ot iwift approach to .ruin: and if it be ad- 
:es which this nation can hope to reap from thole 
uuft depend entirely on their profpenty. it will 
is become an ablolute neceflitv for the Bntifh 
he Merchant from the Sovereign, for the preferva- 
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fuffer the lofs of fuch of their property as depends on the trade and poP- 
fcilion of the Bengal Provinces. 

\yerc there even a polfibiJity of the Inter-cfls of the India Gbtjlptmy 
and 'the Happinefs and^rofpcrrty crf the Natives of thofe-tBnmtries which, 
are under theirdominiofr being repugtt^it to fiach other, t^jdvati* 
tages derived from the connexion would be of very fliort duration. 
Humanity mult revolt at the thought: The Honour of this Country 
never can confent, for die paltry confklcration of a fhort-KVed pecuni¬ 
ary emolument, to eftefl the devastation of ftich rich orad fertile coun- 

per Syflem of Government.-——Thus much is due from tbo Wffcxsr to 
thofe Diftrcfled People, to whole unreftrained rodudry he chiefly oiyee 
. that Fortune, of which he lifts been deprived by die Opareffipn r ©f the 
Ea'fl India Company. 
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1. That the Company be not molefted upon account of fuch Privi¬ 
leges as have been granted them by the King’s firniaun and hufbul- 
hookums, and the firmaun and hufbulhookums remain in full Force. 
That the villages* which were given to the Company by the firmaun, 
but detained from them by the Subflhdars, be iikewife allowed them ; 
nor let any impediment or reftri&ion be put upon the Zemindars. 

2. That all goods belonging to the Englifh Company, and having 
their duftuck, do pafs freely by land or water in Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla, without paying any duties or fees of any kind whatfoever; and 
that the Zemindars, Chokeydars, Guzerbauns, &c. offer them no kind 
of moleftation upon this account. 


3. That reftitution be made the Company of their factories and fctilc- 
raents at Calcutta, CofTtmbazar, Dacca, &c. which have been taken 
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bar. nnci Onfla, by the duftuek and leal of the faid Company* by virtue 
of tint king's finnnun, which is alfo now confirmed by me. Take care, . 
on no pretence to interrupt their carrying their goods backwards and 
forwards through all the chokcys whatfoever, am! not to demand, any 
ghatbarry, mangon, See. according the King’s firm aim. Let them pais 
and rcpals without receiving a {ingle cowrie from any of their people; 
and mtcrjcrc not 'with the. Engfijb Company's gomaftahs on any acecount , 
hut rather take care, that through all your dilhicls their bufinefs be not 
obllruclcd in any way. 

Fifteen penvanahs of the fame tenor and date were granted under the 
fcal of the Nabob Sernjah al Dowlah to the Rajahs and Zemindars. 

Perwanah under the fcal of Nabob Munfur al Muluk Serajaha! Dowlah 
Eahadcr Hybut Jung, dated 9th of Rajeb (31ft March 1757) in the 
3d year of the glorious reign Mohunlol. 

All goods belonging to the Englifli Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufed to pafs and repafs with the faid Company’s duftucks, 
by land or water, through the province of Bengal, Baliar, and Orifla, 

I have at this time granted a free currency to, in the fame manner, and 

write to the officers at Dacca, Chittigong, Jugdea, Akbarnagur, Silhett, 
Rangamatty, Chilmary, and Mahmudabad Purnea, that they fuffer the 
fame goods to pafs up and down, the rivers without any moleftation 

forbidden by the royal court; nor exact the fmalleft fum from them, 
nor any ways opprefs the Company’s gomaftahs or dependents. Let 
them be punctual in this duftuck. 

Under the feal of the Nabob Serajah al Dowlah, See. dated (about 
tiie 9th March 1757) 17th Jemmade Sauni, the 3d year of the 
King’s glorious reign. 

To all Fowzdars, Zemindars, Chokeydars, and overfeers of the way of 
the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. 

All goods belonging to the Englifh Company, which by virtue of the 
royal mandate ufccl to pafs and repafs through the foregoing provinces, 
by land and water, with the Company’s duftucks, I have at this time 
granted a free currency to, in the fame manner as formerly, and with 
the confirmation of their former privileges. Let all goods, having the 
Englifli 
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Copy of a treaty between Meer Mahomed Coffiin Ally Kliawn, 
the Englilh Eaft India Company, on their depoiing of Men 
tier, and making Meer Coffim Nabob of Bengal. Dated the 
September 1760. 


Company’s Seal. 


MEER MAHOMED COSSiM.KfD 
BAHADER's Seal. 


Two treaties have beefi written of the fame tenor and reciprocally ex¬ 
changed, containing the articles under mentioned, between Meer Ma 




















A true Copy or the tranfiauon, 

W. MAJENDIE, fecretary. 



Nabob 
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Copy of the new agreement or treaty jointly entered into between 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, The 
Emperor Shah Allum, and Lord Clive and the Secret .Com¬ 
mittee of Calcutta ; upon the latter’s revoking all former treaties, 
•and new modelling the affairs of the Company, by affirming the 
Dewannee. Dated the 16th Auguft 1765. 

(Staled and approved by The Emperor.) 

Whereas the Right Ho’ijourable Robert Lord Clive, Baron Clive of 
Plailey, Knight, Companion of die mod Honourable Order of the Bath,. 
Major General and Commander of the Forces, Prefidcnt of the Council, 
and .Governor of Fort-William, and of all the fettlements belonging to 
the united Company of Merchants of England trading to the Ealt Indies, 
in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and.Orifla; and John Canute, 
Efquire, Brigadier General, Colonel in the fervice of the laid Company, 
and commanding Officer of their fluxes upon the Bengal eftablilhment, 
at e invefttd -with full and ample powers, on the behalf of his Excellency 
the Nabob Najim al Dowlah, Subalidar of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, 
and like wife on behalf of die united Company of Merchants of England . 
trading to the Eaft Indies, to negotiate,' fettle, and finally to conclude 
a firm and faffing peace with bis Hfrhnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowlah, 
Vizier of the Empire.: Be it known to^ll thofe to whom it may or fllall 
in any manner belong, that the above-named plenipotentiaries have 
agreed upon the following articles with his Highnefs. 

iff. A perpetual and univerfal peace, iincere friendfhip, and firm, 
union flrall be eftablifhed between his Highnefs Sujah al Dowlah and his 
heirs, on the one part, and iiis Excellency Najim al Dowlah, and the. 
Englifli Eaft India Company, on the other, fo that the laid contrafling 
powers ffiali give the greatcll attention to maintain between themfelves, 
their dominions, and their fubjefls, this reciprocal friendffiip, without 
permitting, on either fide, any kind of hoftilities to be committed from 
henceforth for any caufe, or under any pretence whatloever : and every¬ 
thing ffiali be carefully avoided, which might hereafter prejudice the 
union now happily effabiiffied. 

2d. In cafe the dominions of ills HigimcTs Sujah al Dowiah fllall at 
any time hereafter be attacked, his Excellency Najim al Dowlah and 
the Englifli Company, Avail allill him with a part or the whole of their 
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9th. AU the relations and fubje&s of his Highnefs, who in any nian- 
'ner affifted the Engltth during the courle of the late war, (hall be for¬ 
given, and no ways moleftcd for the dune. 

, loth. As foon as this treaty is executed, the Englifli forces fhall be 
withdrawn from the dominions of his Highnefs, excepting fuch as may 
* be neceflary for the garrifon of Chunar, or for the defence and pro/efliou 
\/The K f ng in the city of Ulahabad, if his Majcflty fhould require a. 
fbfee for, that purpofe. 

»trth. Hts Highnefs the Nabob Sujah al Dowluh, his Excellency the 
• Nabob Najim al Dowlah, and the Englifli Company, promife to obferve 
fincerely and ftriftly all the articles contained and fettled in the prefent 
.treaty; and they will not fuftcr the fame to be infringed, directly or 
indirectly, by their refpettive fubjccfls ; and the Paid contracting powers 
generally and reciprocally guarantee to each other all the llipulations of 
the prelcnt treaty. 

CLIVE [L.S.l 
JOHN [L. S 1 r '- 


.] CARNAC. 

>L DOWLAH’s Seal and Ratification 

_SIM KHAWN. 

RAJAH SHET'ABROY. 

MEER MASHA ALLAH.. 


JOHN [L. S.J CAF 
SUJAH [L. S.],AL: 
HIRZA COSSIM I 


Signed, fealed, and folemnly fwo 

faiths, by t 1 "- £x ‘ - : ‘ 

guft, in th 




X EDMUND MASKELYNE, 
ARCHIB. SWJNTON, 
GEORGE VANSITTART. 

Fort-William, September 30th 1765. 

A true Copy. ALEXANDER CAMPBELL. 


N" XVIII. 

Copy of the General Firmaun from The Emperor, Shah Allum, 
granting to the Company the Dewannee of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Orifla. Dated 12th Augutt 1765. 

Atr tills happy time our royal firmaun, inclifpent.thly requiring obe¬ 
dience, isiflued. That whereas, in conlideration of the attac hments and 
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alfo -all the other original letters and papers relative to thefe pforcecd- 
jngs ; t and alio is ready to verify the above charges by affidavits^'ofr in 
fuch other manner as your Honours flinll diretl. • • • * 
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. rs not only illegal, but the proceedings relative to Mr. Jephfon and Phi¬ 
ladelphia ids wife, under it, are not founded in jullice, but in wicked- 
nels and outrage. I am fatisfied in my own mind, that neither'Mr., 
Cornelius Goodwin tlte Mayor, nor Mr. David Killican the Alderman,, 
who ilgned tlie order of the 19th February 1768 for the conunitting.of 
Mr. Jephfon and wife, without the name of a (ingle complainant, could 
c! , lider it'as a regular proceeding in a court of jullice, but as an a£l of 
poucr, for the gratification of their private malice and refentment.. 

Qy-ry II. If the bluing this writ was illegal, under the circum- 
ftanees cf this calc, ought not the Prefident and Council to have acl- 
niitted and received the ,complaint made by Mr. Jephfon, by way of 
appeal from the order of court, by which the writ blued, which it appears 
they declined doing ; and whether they ought not now fo to do, and 
give the party relief: and upon the whole, what can the Court of Di¬ 
rectors do in this matter, on Mr. Jephfon’s behalf, and what is advifable. 
for them to do, to prevent fuch illegal practices for the future ?, 

Anfwer. The Prefident and Council ought to have admitted and: 
received the complaint made by Mr. Jephfon by way of appeal, and. 
reverted every proceeding relating to this illegal ne exeat regno ; but 
fo fir v.-rre they from lb doing, that except the proceedings of the 
Mayor’s Couit, nothing could be worle Uian their anliver to Mr. Jrpii- 
lon of the 23d February 1768, figned Simeon Droz, fecretary, and. 
their order to the Captain of the Northington, of the ad March 1768,.. 
figned Edward Baber, not to receive Mr. Jephfon and his wife on 
board, but immediately deliver them to the Sheriff. Such courts of 
jullice are not only dilgraceful to the Eafl India Company, but the na¬ 
tion ; and if the Company does not refine the inhabitants in.their fittlc- 
ments front fuch outrage on their properties, under the malic of jullice,, 
Bengal will be deferted. 

I trull there are men better qualified forjudges to be found at Ben¬ 
gal, than either Mr. Goodwin or Mr. Killican, and a very legal and 
lair opportunity offers itfelf for removing one or both of them from the 
fiat of jullice, which tluy have fo lhamefully difgraccd, 

Mr. Jephfon’s memorial dates as-a fact, that the proceedings were 
complained of to the court as illegal, and not agreeable to the laws of 
England ; at>d tA«/IWr. Cornelius Good-win declared, they had nothing to 
do -with the lav/t of England there ; that they were never made for them ; 
and declared,, that he would not Jo much as hear the laws of England named 
■while he fat upon the. bench. 
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it may be advifable to bring the whole hither by appeal, or by way of 
• criminal complaint againft the Mayor and others, who have been a'aors 
in thefo opprellions. 


n° xxvi i. 

The Calc of Mr. Richard Whittall ; with the opinion of John Dun- 
' ning, Efquirc, thereon. 

Mr. Richard Whittall’, an attorney of the Court of King’s Bench, 
with the leave of the Eaft India Company, fotne time in April 1764,. 
failed for India, as a free merchant, in order to rclide at Calcutta, in 
Bengal. And, on the 6th day of March 1767, he was admitted,, anil 
ftvorn one of the attornies of the Mayor’s Court there, agreeably to the 
practice of the court; where, by ,his diligence and good behaviour, he 
acquired great reputation, and by his practice procured a very genteel 

• The Mayor’s court at Calcutta, in Bengal, is by his Majefty’s charter 
appointed a court of record, for hearing and determining all civil (nits, 
actions, and pleas, with power to appqint officers and minifters; and. 
the court is enjoined to adhere ft richly to the laws of England, in all 
l'uch matters as ffiould come before them, for their determination. The 
court conliils of a Mayor and nine Aldermen, elected, by virtue of the 
charter, by the Governor and Council; and being either free merchants, 
or fervants of the Company, and many of them holding offices imme¬ 
diately under tiie Governor, and others being indulged by him with 
the liberty of private trade, or other favours, they are therefore fubjecT 
to the influence and controul of the Governor and Council. And fo 
great is fuch influence, that a Governor has been known, by his pri¬ 
vate mandate, to put a flop to a trial at law which was hearing, in the 
court, all the proceedings being gone through, and the faid: court 
about to pafs judgment thereon- And it is iikewife notorious, 
that if the Governor or Council Humid have any pique or animo- 
fity againft any of the attornies of the Mayor’s Court, private appli¬ 
cation ha$ ( been qa?de by them to the Mayor and Aldermen for the dil-- 
million of £y.ch .gerfons ; iufomuch that the attornies of the' laid court 
have found' liji^pUpus to umlertal 
bitrary proceedings, or opprclfioii, 1 1 


ri'pcciallj 








yS APPENDIX, 

laid, in violent anger, “ That-fuch -affidavitis ftioukl not, or migfcSmot 
“ to have been taken or admitted ; for: that he tire laid ComeHes CtaMl* 
win had i)een credibly informed, that Ramababoo was not afcmut ro 
ts depart the place ov go out of the jurifdktion of the laid emirtj trod 
•’ that Ramababoo had produced to him bonds from icveral geuelenrcii 
'• m the fcttlement. • And then Mr. Goodwin proceeded to relate the 

ujthce oi the plaintiff. and farther feverely reprehended Mr. fWhittall 
lor advthn.w (as he laid) his client to make the fa id affidavits; d&Uatg, 
“Thai.il Mr. vVlmtall ever appeared concerned again in fuch fuics, he 
“ fliould be djlnufled the court;” obferving, * ( that he would turn 
“ over a new leal with him,” or words to that purport; “ and that 
“ Mr. Iiamilton would do better to attend to his gally-pots.” 

Mr. Whictall, being by tliefe and other fuch like proceedings much 
injured in ins reputation and practice, did, on the 10th June 1768, 
fend to Mr. Goodwin the following letter, an attefted copy of which is 
hi Mr. WhittalPs poflcfiion. 


“ The many fevere reproofs, abufes, and tbreatenings, which you 
have fo mxatediv made life of, and thrown out againft me, without 
” any mfc came, have been attended with the worfl'of confequences j 


























3d. The charter granted. cflabhOnnsr a Mayor’s Court at Calcutta. 

officers, and to do all Inch other things as may be found neceffary to 
the adminiflration of juflicn. pi'ocectis ;n the following manner : 

“ So as they from time to time mve an account thereof unto the laid 
c< Company, and fo as the lame fhall be fubjeef to the approbation, 
“ controul, and alteration of the laid Company, under the hands of 
ct thirteen or more of the Court of Directors of the laid Company, 

“ juftice, as they fltall from time to time think fit and nectllnrv : but 
“ fl 1 1 11 i 1 1 ly 1 laid Mavor’s Court, fo 

‘ f ^ p ^ / f D 7 ( f refaid) flwll neverthe- 

And 
















“ from Mr. Droz, by falfely acquainting Mr. Droz, that the fuit 
" commenced by Mr. M* Taggart againft the laid Mary Morgan tvas 
“ decreed by the Court, and that Mr. Droz was obliged to pay the 

“ only Mi-. Droz was induced to pay the fame i and that the original re- 
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fC The Court arc now of opinion, time ho no longer deftrves their 
“ indulgence, and do accordingly dii'miis him from acting any long&f* 
' c as an attorney of this Court. 




J. MAY, regifter.” 


d proceedings 


o their Regiftcr for copies of all the minutes a 
agnin/l him herein above recited, which however both 
regifter thought fit to refufe. And on the zid of Auguft „yc 
tioner did, by his attorney Mr. George Sparks, prefeat a pci 
the Mayor’s Court, praying for copies of the abovefaid mim 
proceedings, to be properly authenticated under the feal of the 
but the Court would only grant copies of the order of difmiffion, figned 
by the Regifter, and v ~ 

. under the feal of the Cc 

minutes mentioned in the laid petition, on w 
difmified: fo that no part of fuch minutes appear on record. Your 
petitioner a little time after telling the Regifter, that at fome future pe- 
. riodhe would be called upon to produce the faid minutes, was an¬ 
swered by the Kcgifter,- “ That, they were not in being.” 

Rate of health your petitioner was then in, he applied to the Governor 
and Council at Calcutta for leave to return to England, and embarked 
on board The Anfon, one of the {hips employed in' the fen-ice of the 
faid Honourable the United Company; and being arrived in England 
hopes to obtain that fatisfatfion which his cafe requires. from this Ho¬ 
nourable Court. 

that this Honourable Court will afford him ap opportunity of laying be¬ 
fore them the proofs of what your petitioner hath herein fet forth ; and 
that this Honourable Court will be pleafed to reverie the faid order of 
difmiljion, and rcmllate your petitioner in his office of one of the at- 
tornies of the Honourable the May or's Court at Calcutta, for the fol- 
lowing 


REASONS: 
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order to enable the faid Company to form a competent. £adg- - 
ment thereof; and that the flJcnce of the faid order, ip tfefr 
< refpeft, carries with it this plain inference, either- that ho 
fuch caufcs ever exifled, or that the fame were fo trivial or 
groundlefs, as not to bear examination. 

And your petitioner fliall ever pray, &c. 

London, ift March lyyu RICHARD WHITTALL. 


N° XXIX. 




Copy of a Proclamation, iflTued at Calcutta , by the Governor and 
Council. Dated the 18th May 1768. 


Fort William, 18th May 1768. 

Notice is hereby given, That after the expiration of Two Months, 
from the 27th April, no gomaftahs employed by the Englifh fliall be 
permitted to remain in any part out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
'and OrkTh: and after that period, that no Company’s fervant, free 
merchant, or other European refiding under the Company’s protection, 
fliall be luffered to carry on any .inland trade, tliredlly or indirectly, be¬ 
yond tbofe limits, under penally, if a Company’s fervant, of being im¬ 
mediately clifinifled the fervice ; if a free merchant, or other Euro¬ 
pean, of forfeiting the Company’s prote&ion: and that if any Euro¬ 
peans vhatfoever JThall attempt to tranfport any merchandize beyond the 
provinces, all fuch merchandize fliall be feized, and confifcated, and 
the gomaftahs. having charge of fuch contraband trade, fhall be pn- 
mflicd with tnc utinoft ievemv. 

Ah iirmcmans. Portuguefe. or the defendants of Armenians and 
bon.ugut'j.c. jjvimr under the Company’s protection, are included in 
the above reunchons. it being intended, that none but the natives of 
me country (Muflulmeu and Hindoos) fliall in future enjoy this 

SIMEON DROZ, fecretary. 


I John 
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witli their fufpiciotrs; nay, allured him, in the name of the whole, that 
they were .ready to facrifice their lives, and every thing elfe, in lupport 
of the authority of the Company over their troops and pofleffions." And 
when it was found expedient to divide the brigade, more effectually to 
prevent any evil confequenccs from the refignation, the officers actually 
marched out with the men, at their own expence and rilk, and en¬ 
camped at fome diftance from the fort, till they were ordered to quit 
the country ; which they as readily obeyed, as they had done any for¬ 
mer order under very different circumftances. 

From all thefe faffs, I am certain, the unprejudiced part of man¬ 
kind will believe, that the bloody intentions of the officers had no cx- 
iftencc but jhi the brains jof their opprelfors. This, however, is not at 
all extraordinary, fince it is well known, that in all ages and Rates, 
tyrannical governments have found it ealy, and fometimes ncccflary,' 
to trump up imaginary plots and leditions to force wicked turns, and 
throw a thin veil over their own- actions, by colouring oppreffion with 
the face of neceffiary feverity. 

On the iff of May, the following letter, figned by every officer in 
the garrifon, the Brigade-major excepted, was lent to the commanding 
officer, accompanied with every gentleman’s commiifion ; viz. 

“ To Lieutenant Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, comanding the firft 
Brigade at Mortgheer, 


That we might put it entirely out of the power of cither the world 
or our own confluences to condemn \!s, for defiling leave to refign 
our cmnmifuons in the Honourable Company’s lervicc, we have Jerved 
four months in obedience to the orders of the 31ft December, and 
are now but too well convinced, that our former fni’picions were 
true; for notwitliftanding the propoted reduction of fervancs wages, 
and diminifliing every unncceffiiry attendant, we find we cannot 
five upon the prefent allowance, bnt mult run in debt every month. 
We mull appear upon the parade 
TptfHve ranks, or difubey 


;s long as we have any credit, 
as becomes officers, and keep tv. 
public orders. We muff eat an 
facrifices to hunger and fickrn.: 
deration, we mull run ounclve 
us credit, be drey gentlemen o, 
fall under the lafh of another 
gentlemen. 


■ s befits the din 
. all t 




r tall 
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grcatefl. favour, and areal mark of friendship, if they would not in ml 
upon it ; for bis appearance in their cattle might ruin U:n in the latte-* 
there ; and then, without leaving them time to reply, he willicd them a 
good morning. 

. In this fitiialion things remained till the qunrter-feliions came'On, 
when they determined to try their caufe before the Grand Jury ; never 
doubting to find fhelter and protection under that glorious bulwark of 
Englifh liberty. Accordingly, on the firfl day of the lelfions, they 
lent the following letter to the Foreman of the Grand Jury; viz. 

"To James Lifter, Efquire, Foreman, and the Members of the 
Grand Jury. 


“ Gentlemen, 

“ Wc hope you will excttle the liberty we now take in 
on a fubjeift of the moft interefting nature to ourfelvc 
to every free-born Engtlfliman who lives under the p 
blcfied conftitution ; and that you will, as far as in 
grant us that redrefs which the extraordinary circum: 
cafe require, which are as follow : 

“ On the firft of this month we religncd our commilTi 
nourable Company’s fervice, which Were accepted o; 
mantling officer at. Mongheer, where we then were ; 
received any pay lince the 30th April. Lait n.oiit. 
■been twenty days out of the fervice, the F V 
lodgings, and faid he had the AftinjJ Governor’s on 
in arreft, which we refufed to obey; alledging we we 
in any degree to military difcipline, but were ready 
charge brought again!! us according to the laws of En 
morning lie returned again ; and, in order to intimi 
lubmiihon to military law, laid he had the orders of 
and Council to carry 11s out of our lodgings with a mi 
we did not inllantly obey the arreft; and that if we (he. 
would place the centinels upon them. "VVc returned tl 
as beiorc : and ever fince have been In hourly expect 
our lodgings befet with military guards, by which w 
prevented iron) going about our own affairs, ami put 
lives. Thus are our moft valuable privilc, e 

naught, and trampled upon ; thus are we kept prilbm 
hoiilc, from fpar of being gllaulted when wc go abroad 
M2 




C£ a J3nton, and a Ion of freedom, unlcfs the civil power heartily in-' 
1:4 terfercs to prevent luch unprecedented proceedings, before they 
“ have gained too great a head. When we reflect upon tlie tranfac- 
< ( lions of this day, when we reflect that wc appealed to the laws of our 
et country, and when wc refleft that that appeal was difrcgarded, how 
“ can we but tremble for our liberties, which lie at the ii g.irp!—if 
“ wc have committed any crime, we are ready to anfwer for it, and 
“ Hi nil rejoice to be tried by an impartial jury : to that we fly for pro- 
*• teftion again ft fuch unwarrantable .and lawlefs proceedings. If 
<< through ignorance wc have committed any error in'point of form, 
,ve l.opc ou will excufe it, and efteem us your diftrefled fettow- 
c ‘ fubjefts. 

(Signed) “ BENJ. WILDING. 

“ JOHN PETRIE.” 
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“ any pcrfon or perlons whntfocver to go in or come out, or allow pro- 
“ vi/ions, or licpiors, or any other (upplics of any kind,to be conveyed 
“ to tiicm, without my exprefs orders. You are likewife to endeavour 
<• to prevail upon the faid two officers to lurrcndcr thcmfelves quietly, 
*' atid if that has no dFect, you may try, by getting in at the window, 
“ or by any other /inefle, to lecure their perfons ; but upon no account 
“ by force or violence to break open any lock. If the door be not 
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content of tnc Proficient and Council for the time being of the prefi 
dency or fettlement where the laid {half be empl o yed j 

n»d that he tend rtiali and will convey, alltgfi, and 

make over to the laid UnitedCompany, for their lole and proper i?fe and 
benefit-, all and every inch gifts or grants of lands, or rents or revenues 
ifimng out oi hinds, or any fuch territorial pofleifion, jurifdi&ion, do¬ 
minion, power, or authority wbatlbever ; anti aiib account for phdjoay- 
ro the fa id United Company, for their foie and proper life and benefit/ 
all and every Inch gifts, rewards, gratuities, allowances, donations, or 
compcnfiuions whatlocver, which, contrary to the true intent a^d 
meaning of thefe prefents, fliall come to the hands, pofleifion, or power 
of the laid or any other perfon or ptrfons in tmft for 

him, or for his life as nforefaid. In Wi t-; ess- whereof, to one part of 
thefe indentures the laid hath fet his hand and feal, 

and to the other part thereof the Paid United Company have caufed their 
common teal to he ptit, the day and year above written. 


Seated and delivered (being f.rjl 
duh (lamped) in the preface of 


N° XXXVI. ■ 

Copy of the Indenture of Covenants executed by gentlemen epic-. -• 
grating to India, in the military fervice of the Englifli Eaft India 
■ Company. 

This Indenture, made the Day of in the 

year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord by the 

Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender 
of the Faith, and fo forth, anc}- in the year of our Lord one thouiand 
feven hundred and "Between * of 

the one part, and the United Company of Merchants of England, tradr 
mg to the End Indies, of the other part: Whereas the Court of Di- 
retteors for the affairs of the laid United Company have granted a com- 
midion to the laid . appointing him 

in their military forces in the Eaft Indies, Now this Indenture Wit¬ 
ness eth, and the faicl in compliance with a relolution 

of a General Court of the faid United Company, and in consideration 
of what he is or (hall/be entitled to receive from the faid Company, in 
' 3 relpeft 
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refpert of his faid fervice, or in rcfpeet of anv other mi 
employment in which the faid mav li 

ployed by the laid United Company, or their Court ol D 
hereljy for himlelf, his heirs, executors, and ndnimiitra 
promile, and agree to and with the true! un-f.-i Cnmpnnv. 

. . ftiallnot n 11 

his being employecUn the a 1C j. 

city whatibever, either by himfeli or bv anv other ucrion cn 
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which, contrary to the true intent and meaning of thefe prefects,. ffioJl 
come to the hands, poffdlion, or power of die (aid or 

any other perfion or perfons in truft for him, or for his ule as aforesaid j 
Provides always, that nothing herein contained (hall hinder ©r pre* 
rent,, or be deemed, taken, or conftrued to hinder or prevent the faid 
from accepting or receiving a (hare or proportion, 
in refpeft of his military po(t or (tadon, of any gift, gratuity, or do¬ 
nation, in money or dfech, which any Indian Prince, Sovereign, 
Subah, or Nabob, HialJ or may in time of extreme danger, neceflvty, or 
emergency, give or bellow on any of the military officers or forces of 
the find United Company, provided fuch gift, gratuity, or donation be 
with the privity and confent of die Governor and Council of the pre- 
fidency or fettlcrnent where the Paid (hall be employed, 

and not othenvile: and provided alio, that the fame be not obtained 
or exacted by compulsion, or by way of bargain or contract for any 
fervice or Cervices performed or to be performed; Provided alfo, that 
no Governor or Prefident of any of the faid United Company’s fettle- 
men ts in India dial], by virtue of his commitfion from the faid United 
Company, be authorized or intitled to accept or receive any part, (hare, 
or proportion of any fuch gift, gratuity, or donation as is mentioned 

\Vitnesseth, and the faid * doth hereby covenant, con¬ 

sent, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, that in cafe the 
faid (hall be difmhTed the faid United Company’s mili¬ 

tary fervice, by fentence of court-martial, or by a refolution or order 
of the Company’s Prefident and Council of fuch fettlement where the 
faid (hall ferve’ or be, or if the faid 

dial! othenvife legally quit the faid Company’s military fervice, that then, 
and m any or cither of the faid cafes, it (hall be lawful to and for the 
faid United Company’s faid Prefident and Council, at any time after the 
expiration of fix calendar months next following fitch difiniflion from 
or quitting the laid Company’s military fervice as afordaid, to carry 
( l m fj t the faid at the expence of the faid Com¬ 

pany to Great Britain, in fuch (hip employed in the faid Company’s (er- 
vjee as the faid Prefident and Council fhall for that purpofe appoint. 
And in cafe the (aid (hall neglect or refufe to repair 

or go on board fuch fliip as aforefaid, by the fpace of ten days after 
notice fhall be given him fo to do, by order of the faid Prefident and 
Council, then and in fuch cafe, it (hall be lawful for the faid Prefident 
and Council, and they are hereby fully authorized and empowered to xaufe 
■he faid to be apprehended and detained, and to put him 












€< lacks of rupees, but expert little ot nothing more: but I tnuft re- 
et queft that a tender of this money may be made the merchants as foon 
as the Company is in cafh, and their affairs will admit of its return, 
“ having given my word that this circumftance will be complied with ; 
** os l jhould not otberivife have been able to obtain it , unleft I bad made 
f‘ vfe of force, a method which ought to be avoided. 


<l I am, with the greateft refpect. 


« Me 


I 7^5» ,> 


Your nioft obedient, humble fervant, 
(Signed) FRANCIS SYKES.’' 
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